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What is FringeWare? “...both agent of 
chaos and resource”’—sez Reign Of Toads 
magazine...FringeWare is a global media 
virus dedicated to exploring the Fringes 
of Art, Technology & Society. We publish 


. in print and online about subcultures we 
find on the Fringes, where real changes 


brew; we vend artifacts from those sub- 
cultures; we perform engineering and de- 
sign contract work; we provide Internet 
services. We establish a frenzied pace for 
innovative businesses involved with new 
media which has won the attentions of 
Wired, Newsweek, WorldArt, Point Comm, 
etc. We’re probably tough to explain to 
some of your friends, but hey, here’s an- 
other option: Our business hours run 
2000-0500 GMT, and you can reach us at 


the following coordinates: 


Store: 51st & Duval, Austin, TX USA 

Mail: PO Box 49921, Austin, Texas 
78765-9921 USA 

Tel: +1 512 323 0039 

Fax: +1 512323 9798 

URL: http://www.fringeware.com/ 

Email: email@fringeware.com 

Infobot: info@fringeware.com. 

FTP: ftp fringeware.com (in /pub/fwi) 


welcome... 


Lookout Weapons 


storage 


tower 


by Jon Lebkowsky <jonl@well.com> 


Conspiracy theorists and hack politicos both make 
the same mistake about politics, a failure to acknowl- 
edge and understand it as a product of chaotic forces 
that are beyond control by individuals, organizations, 
or institutions. Issues of power are short-lived rela- 
tive to the long-term political evolution of global 
society that transcends the geographical and psychic 
boundaries of nation-states formed essentially to 
perpetuate arbitrary geopolitical divisions, to hoard 
resources for some over others. Politics is about 
hacking the social structure of reality and planting 
;within the collective psyche memes the contents of 
which are divisive, superficial, illusory..-suppositions 
rather than ideas. | suppose that you and | think.alike 
because we're members of the same club, and we act 
in concert because “we're in this together” though, 
in reality, we might worlds apart in our thinking. 
Political philosophy is fragmentary, in fact it ig- 
nores the whole in favor of the part, and tries like 
hell to suppress strange attractors. We've evolved far 
enough along toward a global consciousness, how- 
ever, to see that chaotic principles that facilitate free 
developmentievolution of life forms and favor ex- 
tropy over entropy will also interpret oppression as 
damage and route around it. (This is a paraphrase of 
John Gilmore’s statement about the Internet, which 
is a chaotic/anarchic system. John sez that the 
Internet interprets censor- 
ship as damage and routes 
aroun it; I'm taking the same principle 
from the Internet to Indra’s net and applying it 
there...dig the parallel!) 
If you look at it this way, hope makes a bit more 
sense than despair, though it requires a combination 


of faith, energy, filtering mechanisms to separate the 


shit from the bullshit. The very threads which FWI 
weaves into its projects. 

As | write this, politics in America has taken 
what seems to be an ugly turn. Given the “‘ad- 
vances” in digital and plastic media, show biz has 
mitigated the collective unconscious as the source 
of dreams, and the chaotic attractors at the gesta- 
tion of show biz projects have some form of spiri- 
tual indigestion causing nightmares. Hollywood’s 
been vomiting a steady stream of blood violence, 
embracing thanatos and suppressing the erotic 
which is, | suppose, what you'd do in a Death Cul- 
ture. Alternative Cultures are no longer offering 
alternatives per se; rather, they're dishing up gro- 
tesque reflections of the mainstream culture. 
Communities are fragmenting, stimulants are pro- 
liferating, confusion is the rule. And | say there’s 
hope? that we should keep the faith? 

You bet.What you're seeing is not just death 
culture, but the death of a culture that’s done its 
thing. Oppressive measures within “law” and “poli- 
tics” represent the death throes of the phoenix, 


and I say ignore it, concentrate on what's rising 
from the ashes. 

= en 

( ICs been over @ year since the ATF and FBI 

faided the Branch Davidian Compound in Waco 

and, hopefully inadvertently, burned it to the 

fround. (The belie 

Koresh 


Ms still widespread that David 
and followers set those fires. but by the 
id this youll prob 
Wise..1 just read 


time 
you re; 


ably have heard other- 
#0 excerpt from Dick Reavis’ 
Work in Progress, 
Branch Day idian incident, wherein he presents 
solid evidence Sugg 
CS tear p 


# Comprehensive volume on the 


esting that flames resulted from 
4s ferrets lobbed into the compound.) 
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NB: for those who've 
enjoyed Jonl’s work 
here, this'll be his 
last issue with FWR. 
Jonl, we wish you all 
the best in your new 
projects, and we'll 
miss you around 
here, Meanwhile, 
drop him a note at: 


//www.wel l.com/-jonl 
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Reavis explains how the initial botched raid was po- 
litically-motivated, and how the ongoing partnership 
of politics, deceit, and gonzo religion led to the night- 
marish death scene at Mt Carmel. 

For many, the credibility of the US Government 
was trashed. A few saw not tragically inept attempts 
to control the uncontrollable, but a malevolent con- 
spiracy of the US Government against its citizens. 
This is bullshit, of course, and it depends on one of 
those half-baked memes to which we alluded ear- 
lier... the concept of a monolithic government that's 
together enough to conspire. In fact, what we call 
“the government” is actually a chaotic system of dis- 
tributed nodes each of which holds some combina- 
tion of power and information but none of which is 
particularly well-integrated with the whole. Bureau- 
cracies which form our administrative government 
are far more anarchic than they seem, and far less 
likely to act in concert. When something like the 
Branch Davidian fiasco occurs, it's usually because 
one or a few individuals screwed up at their level of 
responsibility, and when that happens you can hang it 
on a lack of leadership at some, perhaps the highest, 
level, but it’s important to understand how difficult it 
is to turn this 18-wheeler on a dime. 

With some vague sense of the Fed government as 
a malevolent entity, a group of militia-trained lame- 
brains with a pretty good understanding of explosives 
blew up the Fed building in Oklahoma City. Not the 
first anarchist bombing in this country, but certainly 
the worst. For the perpetrators, the folks working in 
that building, even the children in the day care center, 
represented an evil empire, a threat to individual lib- 
erty, a threat to be destroyed. Start with a warning, a 
huge bomb planted in the heartland, and proceed 
from there. This is a simplistic, insane response to a 
very real concern, a feeling that the world and “the 
government” are out of control, coupled with a con- 
flicting sense that someone somewhere must be in 
control. 

A more complex, intellectualized response to the 
same sense might be the preachments of Noam 

Chomsky, who alludes to an institutionalized project 
to dumb down the general populace through a bogus 
system of public education, and to manipulate the 
zombies through mass media. He describes this as 
though it were conspiracy, not of government, but of 


corporations, appearing to subscribe to the Curren, 


phantasy (ala Cyberpunks, et al.) that COrPOFatign, 
are new forms of government, that they rule ay : 
higher level than the public political governments 
ms. I'd have to agree with Chomsky that instity, 


involved the inherent tendencies Which 


for 
tions have 
describes, but it’s important to separate forces w; 
institutions from any supposition of willful, con. 
scious conspiracy of individuals. 

I would have the same problem with any cop. 
spiracy theory that I have with the militias’ delusion 


of Fed conspiracy: no conspiracy actually exists be, 
cause the center can’t hold. In my world I see how 
no two people can easily hold a simple marriage to. 
gether, so why should we imagine that corporation, 
the size of nations can conspire within themselves j, 
hold a conspiracy together? In fact, corporations ae, 
like governments, collections of fairly anarchic Hodes 
which are often in conflict, and each corporation may 
be in conflict with other corporations, and it's hard i 
derive empire from all this. 

If fact, how many true empires have you seen ip 
the contemporary world? What we historically refer 
to as empires were tiny compared to our largest cit 
ies, and they were held together in the context of 
several commonalities...geographical, experiential, 
theological, ontological...which engendered a sense 
of fundamental unity that’s lacking in any postmod 
erm organizations. In fact, the very media which 
Chomsky critiques as a tool of corporate control of 
the masses undermines any sense of organization, 
and the widespread proliferation of media jammes 
from various subversive subcultures create an under 
ground anarchic intellectual climate that spills met 
all over media channels, contributing to an absolut } 
cynicism about manipulative hype. This is hopeful. 
it promises a disorienting political and cultural fraf 
mentation that'll force us all to concentrate on the 
real business of living with the humility implicit °° 
understanding that nobody owns anybody. Eve? Bil 
Gates’Il have problems in this regard. 

To paraphrase hackmeister John Gilmore's S# 
ment about the Net: new cynical cultures of dives 
will interpret attempts at government or corpor™” 
conspiracy as damage and route around ‘em. And# 
that there's real hope for a sane world folding et 


from the Fringes. 
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by Jim Thompson <jim@fringeware.com> 


The original theme for #9 refrain “Ot and Sex’’, 
the three. things.one is Acewesh I 1S- 
cussing In po XL. Company. To this 
mix, jonl added “Food*eWith!20/20 hindsight, consump- 
tion unites the players, playing a discemible baseline. 

At the time, we had no clue that someone was about to 
concoct a fatal brew of-ammonium nittafe and diesel fuel. 
Issue #8 was at press, including the pieee on the Waco sur- 
vivors. s i ” 

Years ago, I would wonder, out-loud why we haven’t 
seen more terrorism in these here United States of Amerika. 
Perhaps we’ ve always had it, Gut our desire to sleep at night 
rons the ‘Whole. blééding “mess 
SUPPTCSSC ia our mass consciousness. 

As we are going.to ptess, something calling itself 
“Unabomber” has managed to get 35,000 words published 
in a large newspaper, spreading its chosen meme via a me- 
dia-machine all too hungry for blood and gore. 

Le Unabombeur has promised to stop making ham- 
burger out of a few. university professors, and, more to the 
point, several hundred souls on sonfe random departure 
from LAX. Structure hits are still allowed. 

For me, I’d rather the Unabomber dedicate his consider- 
able talent to denuding a different FBI/BATF/CIA/NSA/ 
IRS coven every 60 days or So. The current instantiation of 
our US gvmt has become far too willing to stick its nose far 
€nough up our collective ass to determine just what was 
served for dinner last night. > 

here, I’ve invited colostomy via Sat- 
ellife Hey Sam, let me know about any polyps, OK? 
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by Jon Lebkowsky ¢jon] wel l.com> 


What might've been different about the Cold War had the Internet evolved 20 yea’ 


without reference to Phil's volition or anyone ¢ 
reasons, one being that Zimmermann faces indictment because his code leaked across US borders. Second, Phil's source code and his manual for PGP 


have been published by MIT as two separate books; John Perrry Barlow offered FWR the opportuni 
feeling that the debate about encryption is stagnant and unresolved, It's about the te 


gus that one supersedes the other. Never will, I'm sure, which is what makes this an interesting topic. 
sjiwww.netresponse.com/zidfiphil-overview.htm! - 
"This is the federal statute behind the 


its way to many parts of the world. It was, in effect, “exported” 


From the WWW page featuring the overview of Phil Z's case: https 


would likely be charged with violating statute 22 USC 2778 of the US Code,"Control of arms exports and imports. 
” 22 CFR 120.1 et seq. of the Code of Federal Regulations. Specifically, the indict- 


in 22 CFR 120.1 et seq. without having a license to do so. 


regulation known as ITAR, “International Traffic in Arms Regulations, 


ment would allege that Phil violated 22 USC 2778 by exporting an item listed as a “munition 


That item is cryptographic software—PGP, 


“At stake, of course, is far more than establishing whether Phil violated federal law or not. 
g to his lead counsel, Phil Dubois, the US Government hopes to establish the proposition 


legal precedent, a fact known to everyone involved. Accordin 
© that anyone having 


© available to US citizens and who has no idea who actually exported it—has committed a federal felony offense. The gove: 
” ona BBS or on the Internet is exportation. If the government wins its case, the judgment will have a profound 
n the grassroots 


| , in effect, resur- 
ie—on the Information Superhighway—over tne fac that PGP was transmitted 


the proposition that posting a “munition 


chilling effect on the US software industry, on the free flow of information on the emerging global networks, and in icine y 


citizens. The US 


~ movement to put effective Chal in the hands of ordin 
aril 


rect Checkpoint C 


rs earlier? Because PGP was placed on the Internet, it inevitably fo 


ty to reprint 
nsion between freedom and security, 


overnment wi 


i/v 


und 


Jse's. We revisit PGP now for several 


his intro to the manual. Third, it's my 
and we still don’t have consen- 


“If indicted, Phil 


The case presents significant issues and will establish 


anything at all to do with an illegal export—even someone like Phil, whose only involvement was writing the program and making it 
nment also hopes to establish 


outside the United States, i.e. piped over the global Internet. Since the government classes strong encryption tools as “munitions”, the export of PGP is 
considered a crime. At this writing no indictment has been delivered, and since Zimmermann contends that he created the code but did not ship it to 


other countries, there may be none.” 


fw: [ spent some me recently on the Cypher— 
punks list, and I have a pretty good sense of what's 


going on, but maybe you can tell me in your own 


words how you came to write PGP. and what your 
philosophy 1s. especially with distribution, 
PZ: Well, okay. PGP, which means “Pretty Good 


Privacy”. ts a public key encryption program. It uses 


a public key encrypuion algorithm, which means you 


can encrypt messages and send them to people 
you've never met, with whom you've never had a 
chance to exchange keys over a secure channel, In 


regular encrypuion __the kind everybody's heard 


about—you encrypt a message, which scrambles it 
up, renders it unintelligible. Then you send it to 
someone else. They can descramble it, decrypting it, 
but they must use the same key to decrypt as you 
used to encrypt. 

Well, this is a problem, this is inconvenient, be- 
cause how are you going to tell them what that key 
is? What're you going to do, tell them over the tele- 
phone? If someone can intercept the message, they 
can intercept the key. This has been the central prob- 
lem in cryptography for the Past couple of millennia. 
There've been a lots of different ways of encrypung 


Su cap =. 
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Excerpted from 0 "93 
ily; complete source at 
gopher.well.com, in 
the Hacking menu: 
We're sitting on the 
floor at the CFP 
conf, Mar 93 in SF: 
St. Jude & | with Tom 
Jennings, Fen La 
Balme, et al., dis- 
cussing encryption 
and other neophiliac 
rants when a dapper 
fellow wandered by. 
He picked up Jude's 
bOING-bOING #10 
and glanced thru it, 
clearly interested. | 
later learned this'd 
been Phil Z, creator 
of PGP, so | tracked 
him down and we 
talked for the 
record... 
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information, but all face this problem: if you had a 
secure channel for exchanging keys, why do you 
necd any cryptography at all? 

In the late 70s, somebody came up with an idea 
for encrypting with two keys. You use one key to 
encrypt a message, and the other to decrypt it. As a 
matter of fact, these keys have a kind of yin-yang 
relationship, so either can decrypt what the other can 
encrypt. The keys are mathematically related...they 
can be split apart like cracking a coin in half, where 
the jagged edges stick together just right. 

So everybody randomly generates a pair of these 
keys: they can publish one and keep the other secret. 
Unlike cracking a coin in half, you can’t look at one 
jagged edge and determine how the other jagged edge 
looks. In fact, you can’t look at the published key and 


I have the thing here on my desk, hulking all metal- 
lics and navy blue and idle beneath a $10 gooseneck 
lamp. Practically the size of a shallow box containing 
a live gaboon viper or maybe a single undamaged 
Space Shuttle nosecone tile, stolen from top-secret 
Challenger residue vaults. Shy of something like this, 
though, it doesn’t look like the kind of thing that be- 
longs on or even near an official Federal Munitions 
List. It's a book, after all. 

Books can be dangerous, especially lots of them 
all at once. Weighing in at 890+ pgs, not counting the 
Function Index, it does look big enough to cause in- 
jury. My understanding of statistical probability is at 
least as weak as my grasp of the language this book 
is written in, but with that many pages there must be 
a real danger along the way of papercuts or some- 
thing, not to mention astigmatisms that await the eyes 
that try to read, let alone review, this massive con- 
densation of characters and commands. 

MIT Press has done the free world the good ser- 
vice of creating a lustrous, timely print edition of the 
source code and “internals” for Philip Zimmerman’s 
controversial PGP program. We're still the United 
States of America, at least for a little while yet, and in 
this country a person or group of persons can, in 
theory, publish anything he, she or they want. Even 
the very code, command by command, character by 
character. of a software program already freely dis- 


figure out what the secret key is without spending 
centuries of supercomputer time. This means any 
time anybody wants to send you a message, they can 
encrypt that message with your public key, then you 
decrypt it with your secret key. If you want to reply, 
you encrypt with their public key, which they decrypt 
with their secret key. Everybody's published key ends 
up in a big public key directory, much like a phone 
book or BBS. You can look up somebody's public 
key, encrypt a message to them, and send it. They're 
the only people who can read it, because they know 
the corresponding secret key. 

ffwr: Are there any such directories now? 

PZ: Well, actually, there are starting to be. For PGP. 
there are some public key directories on Internet. You > 


can just send an electronic inquiry saying “Give me 


tributed (you can find it on the Internet) yet targeted 
for elimination by the Government Itself, at its upper- 
most levels of central control. 

Mr. Zimmerman, in his courteous and easily di- 
gested preface, apologizes for the “inelegance” of the 
code. I have to take his word, as I am not even re- 
motely C-literate. Starting at p.1 and just flowin’ 
mighty—without a single illustration, mind you— 
straight through to p.895 is a riverrun of commands 
in a tiny font I think I recognize as Courier. Appar- 
ently, Mr. Zimmerman intends any computer 
equipped with OCR (Optical Character Recognition) 
capabilities to do the same. Thus, even if the bad 
guys succeed in making PGP a contraband, we’ ll still 
be able to have it, or get to it. 

No level-headed citizen of any community, no- 
mad or national, should be too fond of traitors. But 
communication itself, the obvious fabric of the fu- 
ture, must not be hijacked by sniffers and snoops and 
digital weasel-programs, Clipper Chipping all the 
way down into the fragile bands of binaries inside 
your PC. 

So I guess I’m saying: “C’mon, America! It's just 


a book! But clearly, jysj a book. Remember R2- 

D2, in “ving it came 

Pie Mah ces 
an. Precisely because information 


always matters. You never know. Using it will be 
what it’s all about.” 


ii 


the key tor [somebody],” and it'll send you their key 
back, their public key. 

wr: The convention I’ve seen has been the inclu- 
sion of the public key in an email message posted to 
a mailing list. 

PZ: You can do that, you can include your own pub- 
lic key when you send a message to someone, so 
when they reply, they'll know which public key to 
use. But there is an Achilles’ heel with public key 
cryptography—l'll get to in a minute. First, let me 
explain authentication. If I want to send you a mes- 
sage, and prove it came from me, I can encrypt with 
my own secret key, then send you the message, which 
you decrypt with my public key. Remember I sai i the 
keys are in a yin-yang relationship, so that either can 
decrypt what the other encrypts. If I didn't care about 
secrecy, if | only cared about authentication, if I only 
wanted to prove that the message came from me, I 
could encrypt the message with my own secret key 
and send it to you, which you could decrypt with 
your public key. 

Well, anyone else could decrypt it too, because 
everyone has my public key. Now, to combine the 
features of secrecy and authentication, I can do both 
steps: I can encrypt the message first with my own 
secret key, thereby creating a signature, then encrypt 
it again with your public key. You reverse those 
steps: first you decrypt it with your secret key, then 
you decrypt that with my public key. That’s a mes- 
sage which only you can read and only I could’ ve 
sent. We combine secrecy and authentication. You 
can also convince third parties, e.g. a judge, that the 
message came from me. So I could send you a fin- 
ancial instrument, a legal contract, or some kind of 
binding agreement. The judge will believe that the 
message came from me, because I’m the only person 
with the secret key to create that message. 

Now, about the Achilles’ heel... Suppose you 
want to send a message to someone, and you look up 
their public key on a BBS. You take their public key, 
you encrypt the message and send it to them; presum- 
ably only they can read it. But what if Ollie North 
broke into that BBS system? ...substituted his own 
public key for the public key of your friend .. .left 
your friend’s name on it, so it looked as if it still 
belonged to your friend. But it really wasn’t your 
friend’s public key, it was Ollie’s public key which 
he'd created just for this purpose. 

So then you send a message, possibly through 
that same BBS, encrypted with what you think is 
your friend's public key, but it’s Ollie’s public key 
stead. Ollie intercepts the message, which only he 


can read it because he knows the emplaced secret 

key. If he were particularly clever—which Ollie 
North isn't because we all know how he forgot to de- 
lete those White House backup tapes ..but suppose he 
were clever—he would then re-encrypt the decrypted 
message, using your friend’s stolen key, and forward 
it on to your friend so that nothing seemed amiss. 
This is the Achilles’ heel of public key cryptography: 
all public key encryption packages worth anything 
invest a tremendous amount of effort to solve this 
problem. Probably half the lines of code in the pro- 
gram are dedicated to solving this one problem, 
which PGP solves by allowing third parties, mutually 
trusted friends, to sign keys. That proves they came 
from whom they claimed. 

Suppose you wanted to send me a message, and 
you didn’t know my public key, but you did know 
George’s public key over here, because George 
handed you his public key on a floppy. I publish my 
public key on a BBS, but before I do, I have George 
sign it, just like he signs any other message. Now, 
when you download my key and it show George's 
signature on it, that constitutes a promise by George 
that the key belongs to me. He signs the whole 
shootin’ match. 

You can check George’s signature because you 
have his public key. If you trust him not to lie, you 
can believe it really is my public key, and if Ollie 
North breaks into the BBS, he can’t make it look like 
his key is my key, because he doesn’t know how to 
forge a signature from George. This is how public 
key encryption solves the problem, and in particular, 
PGP solves it by allowing you to designate anyone as 
a trusted introducer. 

The US Government currently promotes public 
key encryption packages based on a standard called 
Privacy Enhanced Mail. PEM’s architecture has a 
central certification authority that signs everybody’s 
public key. If everyone trusts the central authority to 
sign keys not lie, then everyone can trust the key they 
have to be good. It actually belongs to the attached 
name. But a lot of people, especially the libertarian- 
minded, don’t fee! comfortable with an ap: = 
quigng them to trust a central authority. PGP 
allows grassroots dis- 
tributed trust, wher 

Ou td to choose wno 
ou rust. It more closely follows the 
social structures people are used to. You tend to be- 


lieve your friends. 
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by John Perry Barlow <barlowseff.org> 


I love irony, and there lies in this book an irony as 
striking as any I know. It is this: that a computer pro- 
gram with the cute li'l ol’ name of Pretty Good Pri- 
vacy, written by an apparently unformidable gnome 
on a tight budget, now terrifies a security monolith 
that required half a century, uncounted billions of 
dollars, and the collective 1Q’s of a few thousand ge- 
niuses to develop. 

This book and the software it describes, as brief 
and modest as its author, could very well be the root 
tendril that will grow into the National Security State 
and shatter it. If that is true, it’s probably only a little 
hyperbolic to claim that you are holding a work as 
liberating as Common Sense, or, viewed through an- 
other set of bunker slits, as socially disruptive as 
Mein Kampf. 

That doubtless sounds like a pretty disruptive 
statement itself, but it’s not unconsidered. It seems to 
me that the combination of distributed digital tech- 
nology and robust encryption has brought 
informatized society to a very sharp balance point 
between two lousy choices. On one side lies a tech- 
nological foundation upon which the most massive 
totalitarianism could be built. On the other is a jungle 
in which any number of anarchic guerrillas might 
hide, upon whom little order could ever be imposed. 

Assuming I'm not simply raving here, what leads 
me to this conclusion? Have things really gotten this 
weird? I honestly believe they may have. 

At present most of us unwittingly leave a highly 
visible and nearly indelible trail in Cyberspace. Every 
time we make a modern financial transaction, use the 
telephone, send an email message, we leave a path of 
bits from which anyone who's interested and prop- 
erly equipped can assemble the detailed informa- 
tional ghosts of our naked selves. If you have 
something you'd rather hide, don’t hide it there. 

Furthermore, the tools of surveillance are becom- 
ing far more sophisticated and conducive to central- 
ization. Massive pattern recognition engines can be 
applied to the Net from, say, Washington, DC or 
Beijing. and specifically tuned to recognize certain 
kinds of activities. Or even beliefs. 

Any government that can automatically generate 
an intimate profile of every one of its citizens is a 
government endowed with a potential for absolute 


power that will eventually, to use Lord Acton's 
phrase, corrupt absolutely. Few civil liberties are 
likely to survive such capacities in the hands of the 
increasingly panicky authoritarians who run the em- 
battled old bureaucracies of the Meat World. 

Worse, their panic may be justified. An equally 
apprehensive and growing lot of cyber-libertarians 
now have at their disposal tools as unbalancingly 
powerful in their power to conceal as are the other 
side’s in the service of revelation. One of these sabots 
goes by the mild name of Pretty Good Privacy. 

Any number of citizens armed with PGP and 
such of its relations as digital cash and anonymous 
Net remailers can simply vanish from the govern- 
mental radar. They are at greater liberty than ever 
before to conduct any endeavor, including something 
that, as Phil frankly puts it at the beginning of this 
book, “shouldn't be illegal, but is.” They can exempt 
themselves from taxes and yet maintain precise ac- 
counting records. In many ways, they can effectively 
resign from the community of the governed and enter 
a condition in which their actions are ordered by con- 
science and culture alone. 

And we may get a chance to find out just how 
well these are going to work as the primary templates 
for social order. There is no question that the patterns 
of unwnitten code that arise from culture can work 
when the society in question is small, simple, or 
highly homogeneous. 

For example, I come from a part of Wyoming 
where something like the Code of the West is still 
more important than the law or its instruments. It 
works pretty well. I don’t have a key to my house, 
and through many years in the cattle business, I 
signed few contracts and was never knowingly 
cheated. 

Something similar obtains in Japan, a much larger 
and more complex society which is nevertheless mo- 
nocultural enough to resist chaos far more by general 
consent than by any order that police might enforce. 
And it is nearly crime free. 

The emergent social orders of both Japan and 
Wyoming strongly support the idea that a less legalis- 
tic approach to the vicissitudes of life among the hu- 
mans will work. What is less well known is whether 


it is possible to return to such a condition and 
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whether truly diverse societies, such as we have in 
America, can be ordered primarily by cultural norms. 

Present evidence from both the former Soviet 
Union and the former Yugoslavia is not so promising. 
After 70 years of the most heroic efforts to force or- 
der by imposed regulation, the great iron lid is off. 
And it is no Rousseauvian paradise to which the Rus- 
sians have returned. They appear to be governed less 
by ethics than by criminals who would probably gov- 
ern better if they were organized. Meanwhile the 
Balkans have returned to a state of tribal bloodshed 
that indicates that a strong sense of community, as 
expressed in cultural immune response, can be more 
disruptive than ordering. 

But what are the choices? Do we allow matters to 
continue along their present technological trajectory, 
eventually endowing our government (and Practically 
any marketing organization) with a magnifying win- 
dow into the least of our lives? Do we allow our- 
selves to become intimately vulnerable to faceless 
bureaucracies to whom we will be incredibly well 
known yet remain faceless ourselves? We have gone 
too far that way already. But what can prevent a fur- 
ther tumble toward that dark horizon? 

Do we try to hide our trails behind laws (favored 
by Europeans) that would define what might be the 
appropriate contents for a database? Do we endow 
government with the ability to define forbidden 
knowledge? I don’t have much enthusiasm for this 
solution, which sounds to me rather like having a 
Peeping Tom install one’s window blinds. I do not 
trust government with the ability to regulate informa- 
tion, especially information that contains within it 
such a long lever of control as those things about 
yourself you'd rather no one knew. 

There are always special circumstances—grave 
matters of national security, they will insist—in 
which it will seem obvious to our guardians that the 
sanctity of such laws is secondary to the greater pub- 
lic interest. Indeed, this is how we have been doing 
things in America for a long time. The Bill of Rights 
continues to apply only when the government feels 
no pain from its application. 

It’s a tough choice, but I think I would prefer to 
give people the means to control their own informa- 
tion. I think it is best that this virus of liberty is loose 
on the Net. 

I would prefer to let my fellow citizens detach 
their economic transactions from their identities, de- 
spite the looming possibility that an anonymous 
economy will consider taxes voluntary. I would even 
rather extend to people the general condition of ano- 
nymity, hoping they will not use it much, knowing 


that without identity, there is little impetus for re- : 
sponsibility, and that without responsibility, the §o. 
cial Contract is abrogated. 
While I have focused so far on the ability of Pgp 
to conceal, it is the area of identity that this software 


may make its most positive contribution. Even as 
digital technology can make us too visible, the ab- 
sence of real bodies places a garment of ambiguity oy 
everyone who interacts on the Net. If community 7 
requires identity, what is to be done about the ease — 
by which the virtual can take on one another's iden. 
tities? 

To this dilemma, PGP provides an unambiguous 
solution: digital signature. Using the signing tech- 
niques enabled here, you can send and receive files 
with great assurance that they were generated by their _ 
purported authors and that their contents have not 
been altered. Once you are in the habit of authenticat- 
ing your own words, no one may pretend to speak or — 
act as you. You can be assured that you will only % ( 
have to be responsible for your own actions and not 


the misdeeds of some phantom wearing your name. 


od 


For the rest of what PGP enables, ambivalence is’ 
the only appropriate response. Still, I would at least 
rather everyone know how to use the tools whose ¥ i 
operation this book describes, though I fervently 4 \ 
hope they will be somewhat circumspect about actu- 
ally using them. Just as an armed populace may be 
More resistant to certain excesses of governmental 
zeal, so might a populace armed with the ultimate 
defensive weapon, the ability to disappear, 
countervail against the all-seeing electronic eye. 

We had best be armed with something. It seems 
certain to me that any government that can see every- 
thing we do all the time will sooner or later feel com- 
pelled to add omnipotence to omniscience, which are, 
in the Virtual Age, much the same thing anyway. 

Maybe we will feel compelled to start using them. 
Maybe there will be anarchy, maybe even chaos. But 
chaos at least has an open architecture. Chaos has 
always been the native home of the infinitely pos- 
sible. And among the possibilities I imagine is that 
human beings will turn out to be better, less paranoid, 
less worthy of inspiring paranoia, than many of us 
think. 

In the end, it doesn’t matter much what they think 
or I think. The genie of guerrilla cryptography is out 
of the bottle. No one. not even its maker, can stuff it 
back in or keep it within what America laughably 
calls its borders. The genie is all over the Net. It's in 
your hands as you hold this zine. Summon it with a 


conscience. But be prepared to summon it if you ‘ 


must. 
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by Erika Whiteway coutrider#fringeware.com> 


“Mendacity.” says Big Daddy in Tennessee Williams” 
“Cat On A Hot Tin Roof”, “I can’t stand mendacity.” 
‘And his son, Brick, says, “Mendacity is the system 
under which we live.” 

Mendacity: Lies. We live under a carefully crafted 
system of lies—lies which have nurtured the media 
from pabulum-puking infancy to e.coli-tainted-fast- 
food adulthood, so many lies that We The People 
have become non-believers, non-participants who are 
distanced, desperate and short on hope. Who among 
us is not angry? Fearful? Struggling to varying de- 
gree? Of course no one in our mendacious govern- 
ment has no idea what to about the fact that 
approximately 70% of us distrust the government. 
That's the highest percentage ever, higher, even, than 
during the Watergate scandal or the Iran-Contra hear- 
ings. Yeah, we're fed up with the Feds alright, and 
with the State of States and the entire political infra- 
structure. 

The logical question then is, Why do the same 
tired old-fart politicians keep getting elected? And of 
the few new officials who manage to make it to 
higher office, why are their actions so similar to those 
of their predecessors? 

Answer: The fix is on, the game is fouled beyond 
We The People’s ability to change it according to the 
tules. 

Certain People are happy as hell: they are in the 
CIA; they own the banks, the corporations, the un- 
regulated and unaccountable mortgage-lending com- 
panies and credit-reporting agencies who can make 
or break the average person's quest for a piece of the 
pie; they import the illegal drugs and make lots of 
tax-free money; they sell bombs to Iran and cut 
Henry Kissinger’s filet mignon into itsy-bitsy bite- 
size pieces at the monthly dinner meeting of the En- 
lerprise group (the secret real government) and they 
all think their castles of sand will last forever. 

Can you say “revolution”? 

I can—and do, quite frequently, too. But They not 
Only can’t say it, the mere thought of it is too damn 
Scary. That's why They, in the guise of the ATF, 
Whipped up the Waco disaster: It was a warning to all 
of us who see the government as the primary threat to 


our “pursuit of happiness” that we better not get too 
uppity or fringeoid. And the whole gun control/anti- 
crime agenda is just an attempt to play our fears 
against ourselves in an attempt to disarm us entirely 
and institute a police state. Sure, England doesn’t 
have all those guns floating around, but we are not 
England—we are precisely and completely the antith- 
esis of England, if anyone remembers a minor event 
in our history called the American Revolution. And 
the gooberment doesn’t make comparisons between 
America and other countries when it comes to drug 
use laws, for example; the gooberment only uses ex- 
amples when it suits Their agenda. And their primary 
agenda is to make us all knuckle under, to tame the 
revolutionary spirit that this country is founded on. 
Besides, a revolution would really mess up campaign 
strategies and ruin the power lunches, not to mention 
that all those senators and representatives would lose 
their great health and retirement benefits 

Revolution is what happens in other countries, not 
here. Most Americans cannot conceive that this land- 
o’-the-free-if-you-got-the-bucks could be torn by 
civil war. Again. Yes, “those who do not learn from 
history are condemned to repeat it” and since the av- 
erage person in this country doesn’t know much his- 
tory to begin with they will either be in the revolution 
or be sitting ignorantly in front of the boob-tube with 
the bombs bursting in air waiting for Tom Brokenjaw 
to give them some media-pap version of what the hell 
is going on. 

But the revolution will not be televised: You gotta 
be in it to know what’s going on. The first order of 
revolutionary business will be to take control of the 
media and keep the ASCII pipeline open to the 
Freedom-of-Information Fighters and their allies. 
As was the case during the American Revolution and 
the Civil War, this revolution will be about ideology, 
ideals, intangibles—that’s what every revolution is 
about—in Bosnia, Haiti and all the dozens of little 
countries, the struggle is for their own brand of free- 
dom: intellectual, religious and personal. Mostly, 
people want to feel safe to be who they are, to be free 
in their beliefs and in their personal lives. > 
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Thomas Jefferson said there ought to be a revolu- 
tion every nineteen years. Nineteen years comprised a 
generation, in his definition. He also coined the word 
usafruction, which meant that the government had no 
business enacting any kind of legislation that would 


cause loss of any tangible or intangible assets into suc- 


ceeding generations, and that no debt should be greater 


than that which could be Paid in one generation, 
By Jefferson's standards, 


the revolution is long over. 
due. 


We haven't had a nation divided since the *60s 
(1860s) that’s part of the problem. With all the flaws of 


our slave-owning founding fathers, 


Democracy was a 
radical concept. 


Other countries are fighting to have 
their own democracy and we Ought to be fi 
Save ours, The 


ighting to 
dialogue between The People and the 


government has ceased: the government's not listening; 
the People have stopped talking (voting); the only 

things being heard are sound-bites and much ado about 
nothing from various politicians who simply cannot ad- 


dress real issues for fear of losing a career. Politics is not 


a career. Usafruction could also mean that No politician 
Ought to serve longer than nineteen years, since that 
Person would be legislating well beyond his/her genera- 
tion. 

We need to return to the original Constitution with . 
its first ten amendments (all completed by’ | 791) and 
read the document in the historical context of its lan- 
Suage: the words “man” and “men” are understood to 
mean “humankind” of all races and gender. The lan- 
Suage of the Constitution and Bill of Rights was written 
with great restraint precisely so that it would remain 
Open to interpretation, much like the Bible (which 


Hi, 


makes me wonder if the Bible’s writers were also law- 
yers as well as apostles or ecclesiastical wannabes), If 
we read the Constitution judiciously and honestly, with 
the fullness of true humanity in mind, there’s no need 
for any additional amendments (they tend to be mostly 
special-interest, save-my-political-ass political pork bar. 
rel stuff anyway).We wouldn't have a federal income 
tax; we wouldn’t have the Harrison Anti-Narcotic Act, a 
statute that employed taxation as a federal police-pow- 
ers device; we wouldn't have a whole lot of ridiculous 
nonsense added on like sheets of Bounty-the-quicker. 
picker-upper by a gang of professional politicians ap- 
pealing to the cries of moralists (this is especially true 
during Theodore Roosevelt's era), whose main concern 
was to be reélected and not, as is the job of elected offi- 
cials, to serve and protect the people and uphold the 


Constitution of the United States. | am beginning to 
wonder if anyone in government has a good working 


knowledge of the Constitution or if they have even read 
the damn thing. 


Hello, “Anti-Flag Burning Amendment”. 


++makes me want to set up a whole display of small 
flaming flags outside my humble business establishment 
alongside a towering replica ofa pack of American 
Spirit cigarettes while | play the Star Bangled Spanner 
on my accordion wearing a Kevlar cocktail dress and a 
Rhinestone-studded gasmask...gee, 
“performance art” 


| wonder if I call it 
I could get a grant from the NEA? 
Oops, sorry, the NEA money's all being taken away and 
given to the Pentagon. Or is it Rupert Murdoch? | al- 
ways get the Pentagon confused with media- 


monsters...but the revolution will not be televised way 
Me 


Local cable access being what it is (and isn’t), espe- 
cially in a large metro area like San Francisco, and 
especially in a highly gerrymandered cable area like 
this one, which includes a corridor from downtown 
out to the bay, down through dead-broke, gang-rid- 
den SOMA and into super-rich Pacific Heights... 
What was I saying? 

Oh yeah, local access, We have a lot of it, and 
things being as they are, (did I say that before?) lots 
of people think they can cook. I watch some of these 
when my medicine kicks in and I can’t get out of my 


chair 


The Fragile Gourmet 
Maybe she was big-league once, I don’t know. Now 
she’s about nine years older than dirt and can’t weigh 
more than 85 lbs. Her print dresses do things to the 
CCD elements in the studio cameras and the scan 
lines don’t help any; she’s hard to look at straight. 
But man, can she cook! I've gotten recipes I'm con- 
vinced are proprietary secrets from various restau- 
rants, Which she remembers but has forgotten the 
origins of. Trouble is, this only works about half the 
time. The other half of the time she zones, thinks 
she’s at home, and wanders off the set to go change 
the sheets or something. Since the crew’s all gone out 
for coffee, this leads to about ten or twenty minutes 
of bare set. A real Zen experience, especially if she’s 
left something on the stove. The sprinklers went off 
once, and that was a hoot until the camera shorted 


out. 


The Fertile Gourmet 
This lady has between six and nine kids—I' ve never 
gotten an exact count—and this has to be one of the 
most valuable shows on TV. She demonstrates how to 
cook for a whole huge bunch of family, every day, on 
a budget. while keeping half the family from assassi- 
nating the other half with anything that comes to 
hand. She brings all the kids to the set for every 
show. I think she has to. Unfortunately this valuable 
show was cancelled after every single piece of studio 
equipment had to be replaced three times due to a 


buildup of saliva and Smurfs. 


“The Fairy Gourmet 


What can I say? If Richard Simmons has an evil twin 
brother, I've found him. Apparently every foodstuff 
known to man is either phallic, or can be used as a 


lubricant. Too many “kumquat” jokes. 


The Farmer Gourmet 
This guy looks like Stephen King's take on Mr. 


Green Jeans. I think he’s a truck farmer with a mes- 


siah complex. He wheels in this grocery cart loaded 
with dirt-covered vegetables, and proceeds to cook... 
something, I don’t know what, it’s different every 
time. You can watch what he’s doing, but the problem 
is that while he starts talking about the cooking, he 
wanders, the way people do, until after about five 
minutes it’s all about the New Christian Institute and 
the Trilateral Commission and a whole bunch of 
people and nations that don’t really correspond to any 
reality with which I’m familiar. That’s on Tuesdays. 
On Thursdays he deals with meat dishes, and those 
are much more pointed and direct, but I’ve never 
managed to watch that one much past the point where 
he leads in the goat. If anyone else ever actually 
watched this it wouldn't be on long. 

I think there are more of these on, but I have to go 


take more of my medicine now. 


Ale 


NG= 


R 
by Hacker S. Thompson <hst@fringeware.com> 
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http://sunsite.unc.edu/martin/gonzostuf/hst.html 
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5 God still works through it 


by Mark pD. Pesce <mpesce 


God ts not dead: although many of us would like to 
hold a mirror under the nose of YHVH and deter- 
Mine, finally, that He is a corpse. Rather, the God of 
our fathers, of Abraham and Isaac and Hagar and 
Ishmael, the God of the Christians and Jews and 
Moslems, the monotheistic monolith, this God is 
merely sleeping. 

I mean here not that God-as-entity is asleep, but 
God-as-part-of-us is. We have deprived God of elan 
vital, the energy which keeps God movin g. 

Even if God transcends the physical universe, 
and through physical laws. 
These natural laws allow for no monopole. There is 
- for, if there was. how could it be known? 


The universe is understood to us by difference, by the 
knowledge that 


“that”. 


no “one” 


“this” is unique because “this” is not 
There is nothing in an undifferentiated uni- 
verse. because there is nothing other than “there is”. 


Shyperreal.com> 


rin- 


for the same 
reason. How can anything about God be known w ith- 
out other God-like ret erences? 
(I am not trying to be esoteric here, but we are 
close to the limits of expression within 
framework. Step ov 


a linguistic 
er the edge and only being. not 
words, can be experienced.) 

In the physical univ erse, into which God presum- 
ably manifests, the Primary dynamic form is three- 
fold. Gurdjieff called this the active, passive, and 
neutralizing principles. Dion Fortune called them 
Cosmos, Chaos, and Pass-Not, and the Hindus name 
them Sat, Chit, Ananda (Being, Awareness, Bliss). In 
whatever form, the elements remain these; nvo poles 


Oo 


° . 
and a field between them. A magnetic or electric field 


requires both positive and negative poles, which then 


create a third epiphenomenal “field”. The female pole 


must complement itself with the male, which then 


creates an epiphenomenal sexuality. The list goes on 


indefinitely, but the form remains the same, one is 


impossible to conceive, and two immediately create a 


third. (This is another form of the Law of Fives.) 
What began with Zoroaster and Abraham, Azhura 


Mazda and YHVH, or rather, what ended with the 


first monotheistic deities, was change. The pantheon, 


stripped into a single component, lost its ability to 


een, Poe nclan ee 

y er g. But Luther and Calvin put 
God to rest by ejecting Mary. Protestant Christian 
religion defines a God without any feminine compo- 
nent, and thus, without a dynamic, God immediately 
falls asleep. 

The mass of “religious” humanity have been re- 
luctant to accept this, and so there have been move- 
ments to ‘“‘wake God up”, but these always involve 
active trinitarianism. The Pentecostal movement, 
perhaps the most dynamic form of Christianity 


worldwide, and the only one which incorporated 


From the Tao comes forth the one, 
From the one comes forth the two, 
From the two comes forth the three, 


And from the three comes forth all 
things. 
—Lao Tzu, Tao Te Ching 


self-reflect, to change, adapt or grow. Our conceptu- 
alization of deity, which had evolved from the advent 
of consciousness, took a final decisive step into unity; 
this unity caused the conceptualization of diversity to 
flicker and die out, then, even it faded into sleep. 
This is why the monotheistic religions are written 
laws and words, rather than the experience of gnosis, 
the direct manifestation of the sacred. Judaism thrives 
on the law, and says “the Law gives life”; Protestant 
Fundamentalists say the same thing about the Bible. 


: to know God, one must be 
acquainted with at least three forms of manifestation. 
Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva. Maiden, Mother, Crone. Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Of that last one; Christianity began as a transfor- 


Mation of the Egyptian mystery trinity Isis, Osiris, 
Horus. Isis is the Great Mother, and the male god 
does double duty as dead-risen god (Osiris) and 
child-ruler (Horus). Isis became Mary, the “Queen of 
Heaven”, as the Catholics still know her, and Osiris/ 


Hotus became the two faces of Christ, child and 


gnosis into doctrine, works within a frame in which 


the Holy Spirit is the field established by the twitty, 
poles of YHVH and Jesus Christ, and in this, beliew- 
ers can find room for the gnosis which is the essential 
element of pentacostal experience, and of all reli- 
gious experience. Without gnosis, one is bound into 
idolatry. The Fundamentalist, for all his proclaimed 
“holiness”, is the greatest idolater of all, for he places 
an object, the Bible, before himself, and before God, 
and worships it (this is the definition of “literalism”), 
interrupting anything which could lead to direct ex- 
perience of the Godhead. This perversity is yet an- 
other example of what William Irwin Thomson has 
called endantromania, where any movement or pro- 
cess invariably becomes, at its greatest extent, a 
repudiation of its initial intent. 

God sleeps, but perhaps God stirs. Pagans rever- 
ence the Great Mother and the Horned One; Diana 
and Pan; Cerridwen and Curnunnos. Individuals 


looking for gnosis have turned away from monothe- 


“from the three comes forth 


ism, toward a pantheon, 
rrent of 


all things”. Between these poles flows the cw 
gnosis as old as our species, and here the Tao can be 


sing. 
found, ever awake, ever changing. ever evolving 


“4 
Mark Pesce is an an- 
living in the Bay Area 
of Northern Califor. 
nia, and possibly 
other dimensions to 
be announced, who 
has recently manifest 
VRML within our 


“world”. 
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Hea ie 
5000 readership of Fringe Ware Review magazine; 5000 primary/secondary sub- 
scribers to our daily Internet email list; 5000 hits/day on our web site... 
FringeWare offers services based on our breadth of expertise and wealth of 


media attention. Business hours run 2000-0500 GMT, and you can reach us at 
the following céordinates: 


Store Sist & Duval, Austin, TX USA 

Mail: PO Box 49921, Austin, Texas 78765-9921 USA 
Tel: +1 512 323 0039 

Fax: +1 512323 9798 

URL: _http://www.fringeware.com/ 

Email: email@fringeware.com 

Infobot: info@fringeware.com 

FIP: ftp fringeware.com (in /pub/fwi) 


Subcultural artifacts available for sale...a marketplace in which 

wy" «4 a to vend your Fringeful wares...for information about placing 
“9, $ * Mail Orders and shopping at our Retail Store, contact Patrick 
“p Ae Deese: 


orders@fringeware.com 

http://www. fringeware.com/HTML/prices.html 
http://www. fringeware.com/HTML/fwstore.htm! 

Patrick also manages product ordering; for details about How 
To Get Products Into The Catalog, contact: 
products@fringeware.com 
http://www.fringeware.com/HTMLivendor.htm! 

To keep pace with the latest drifts in subcultures, subscribe to 
this magazine...annual rates run $15 NorAm; $30 library; 
US$25 elsewheres; contact Paco Xander Nathan: 
email@fringeware.com 

http://www. fringeware.com/HTMLisubscribe.htm! 
5000/5000/5000 zine/email/web surfers...Advertising here and 
on our web pages will reach your viral memetics to gajillions of 
Fringeoids just like us; for a rate card contact Jeff Sellers: 
advert@fringeware.com 
http://www.fringeware.com/HTML/advert.html 


) FinePrint+ 15124528709, 


* AKPr ess+14159231429, Amok+ 12136638618, 
' IndustrialNation+ 13126659016, 


Hit And Run Design offers contract services for graphic design, 


audio production, HTML construction, industrial design, photog- 


raphy and weapons modification; contact Monte McCarter: 
hitandrun@fringeware.com 


. http://www.fringeware.com/HTML/hitandrun.htm! 


Our fringeware.com host system and expert staff offer a range of 


» Internet services: wiring coffeehouses, staging remote multimedia 


events, establishing host domains, running email lists, etc... 
contact Jim Thompson: 

online@fringeware.com 
http:!/www.fringeware.com/HTML/online.htm! 

FWR enjoys distribution around the globe...check our lists of 
distributors and newsstands, or contact Paco Xander Nathan: 


m email@fringeware.com 
| http://www.fringeware.com/HTMLidistrib.html 


hetp://www.fringeware.com/HTMListores.htm! 
DesertMoon+! 5054746311,  EBSCO+12059911124, 
Ingram+ 18006276247, 


SmaliChanges+ 12063821980,  Tower+19163732561, 
Ziesing+ 19164741580, — Polyester{A U)+6 134195223, 
Propaganda(NZ)+648781582, 

CounterPr oductions(UK)+44712749009 

For inquiries about Submitting Articles and Artwork to FWR, 
contact Monte McCarter: 

submit@fringeware.com 

http://www. fringeware.com/HTMLiguide.html 
hetp://www.fringeware.com/HTMLitopix.htm! 
http://www. fringeware.com/HTML/art_dept.htm! 

For inquiries about Product/Service Reviews in FWR, contact 
Monte McCarter: 

filters@fringeware.com 
http://www.fringeware.com/HTML/filters.html 

For inquires about Music Reviews in FWR. contact Demandra: 
noise@fringeware.com 
hetp://www.fringeware.com/HTMLinoise.html 

TAZmedia is our critically acclaimed online zine, offered free to 
the public; to submit content, contact Jamie Thompson: 
tazmedia@fringeware.com 
http://www.fringeware.com/tazmedia 

We provide the FringeWare Email List free to the public, sent on 
daily or digested; to post articles, contact Paco Xander Nathan: 
email@fringeware.com 
hetp://www.fringeware.com/HTML/email-arch.htm! 

To subscribe to our Email List, send a message with the word 
SUBSCRIBE in the body to our Infobot: 
info@fringeware.com 
http://www.fringeware.com/HTMLionline.html 
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Whitley Strieber’s new book is out, more ignorable 
than usual. This time he claims that he’s been holding 
the truth back all this time. The aliens had apparently 
told him the meaning of life and now it can be ours 
for just $14.95. 

Now I’m not trying to reject completely the pos- 
sible existence of extraterrestrial life (or god, santa 
claus, fair game, etc.) but it’s time to sit down and 
think rationally about this bizarre alien (human) phe- 
nomenon. 

Why are so many otherwise intelligent people 
swallowing so much regurgitated word o’ mouth 
pabulum? Why can’t some of these people just go 
back to seeing bigfoot? Why did the huge surge of 

people seeing “grey” aliens wait until after “Close 
encounters” came out? Before the poopculture blitz 
of flashy image and nonsense, an abduction would 
have been correctly diagnosed as sleep paralysis or a 
temporal lobe seizure. Now it's peppered down with 
a lot of fun and ridiculous fantasy dripping off the 
pages of the Sun and Enquirer, headlines screaming 
“YOU ARE SPECIAL, YOU HAVE BEEN CHO- 
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by Wiley Wiggins eweevil@fringeware.com> 


LRM wy 


think supersonic unmanned spy drones are a little 


an superspectral rainbow-happy 


= 

o 

4 

Cal 

CY 

~ 

she 

= 

ill sort of on the subject, | % 
While we're stt canes iret : ae a nN Wiley Weis ha 

a look at Majestic or Majic ¢ a uck. Ok, this 
i from a set of papers s v acted in films (Dazed 
whole concept came from as Papers proven to OE ani Comets (ie 
be completely fake, yet some of my most intelligent 4 and 24S) and bute 
friends are obsessed with the MJ-12 and the idea of a a Frings Were Towers i 
cool super-smart super-secret badass government that Fell Meteverse Moo...be's 
would maybe respect US. - vas...uh...adversaries. ..if FH the ator ofthe zine 
they uh...knew us? Please, peas The government 8 Happy! and 
and its agencies are a bit more like an angry retarded S wali whens ts 
child with a brand new M-16 than any brilliant-but- - Hunter $. Tha 
tyrannical foe. Let's look at Area 51. Now don’t you ESI for the age of Proc, 

a, 

~ 

on 

E—| 


more unsettling th 


saucers and dead elf-aliens from Saturn!? I mean if 


SEN!”. yes, the more you think about that night you .< = - 
had the funny dreams and all the weird stuff hap- SES 


pened in your lonely little house, the more fantastic iro 


becomes. Maybe you can go to a bored shrink who 
read something about people like you in Biff 
Horpknud’s new book The Violet Boogeymen from 
Pluto. Maybe you can get some nice suggestive hyp- 
nosis sessions to uncover those hidden memories. 
You're getting very sleepy, you're going back, back, 
you're in your bed. Now what KIND of Aliens did 
you see? Aliens? uhm...gee, I guess I see grey 
ones... 

After that you'll have something to whisper to 
people with a hint of fear and excitement in your 
eyes; I’m one of the chosen...they like me. Dash in 
some grandiose conspiracy crap to make your new 
hallucinatory worldview even more complete. 
“They're controlling the truth about the space-broth- 
ers/demons and they"ll squish you personally with 
their evil MJ-12 agents if you find out”, is a lot more 
exciting than “They don’t know you exist apart from 
a social security number, and they don’t care if you 
live or die so long as you work and buy”. 


all the garbage about Area 51 was true, then the gov- 
ernment certainly doesn’t seem to be good at keeping 
big secrets, and it’s a wonder we kept up against the 


Soviet Union for so long. Can't you twits realize that Wiley Wiggins: 


the best way to keep someone down is to keep them Yo Momma! email 
asking the wrong questions? If people keep babbling weevil@charm.net 
anathema 


about the half-demon Nephilim that are cruising 


across the stratosphere in their cosmic Harleys then enterprises 

who cares if you're irradiating their food? Weird shit 2002A Guadalupe St 

happens, and most of it is far stranger and more terri- #227 
Austin TX 78705 


fying than any wispy little big-eyed things fresh from 
some Hollywood lot and their inconceivably ridicu- 


lous eugenics/crossbreeding plan for a better/worse 
galagy, ° 
. Face facts, |t’s all a bl 
0 d Ks : 
ake It SO damn y. 


http://www.biork.co.uk/bijork/ 


by Ace Bondage, Demandra & Wall of Torture 


1) Be sure and ask your lover if they like a tongue in their ear. The thought of somebody's tongue touching 


my ear wax repulses me. It makes me squeamish. I don’t like it when pool or shower water gets in my ear, so 
why would I enjoy warm saliva? [Demandra] 

2) If somebody is kind enough to stick their tongue in your ass, don’t be squeamish about kissing them after- 
wards. / Wail of Torture] 

3) Trimming is not mandatory, but it is a common courtesy if one expects constant cunninglingus (as 
Demandra does). All celebrities trim: Bjork, Ceartiéy and, of course, Sinéad. So get out those nail scissors, girls 
(but watch out for the rosebud). Also, try Flex conditioner. /Ace Bondage] 

4) Everyone knows to wear a condom, but what about lubrication’? A condom with no lubrication is like a 
rusty bike chain! So slop on the goop (no 


petroleum based products please) and put the pedal to the metal! 
[Demandra / Ace Bondage] 


5) Try Motel 6 and a big bottle of Hershey’s syrup. The maid might give you strange looks in the hall cause 
the sheets will never be the same again... [Ace Bondage] 


6) Always wash your feet before and after sex. (Wall of Torture] 
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Ingredients: c IS f ; 
some Idaho Potatoes mm - es 
1/2 Onion ins 


7-8 Garlic Cloves 

1/2 Green Pepper 

some Olive Oil 

Pepper, Salt 

fresh Rosemary (very important) 

Cayenne Pepper (works as a mild aphrodisiac) 
Salsa or Pico de Gallo 


Cut up your potatoes to look like home fries (triangular, short and fat). Throw in a pot and boil until soft (be sure 
and add a pinch of salt and a bit of olive oil so the water won't flow over). While the potatoes are trying to 
soften, cut up your onions, green peppers and garlic. Sauté them in a pan with olive oil until all the veggies ure 
soft. Check your potatoes with a fork, if they are soft, throw them in another pan with enough olive oil to fry 
them in. Also, please add your veggies to the potatoes. You should have a spatula so that you can constantly flip 
things around. Add your fresh Rosemary (or whatever Rosemary you may have). Add enough Rosemary so that 
the potatoes look pretty ( two teaspoons or so). Also, sprinkle your Cayenne pepper evenly! Stir and flip, notice 
your potatoes turning brown. Everything should be slightly dark and smell really good. Cook longer for crispi- 
ness (add less oil for even more crispiness). The whole process should only take twenty minutes or so. At this 
point, your roommates will wonder what smells so good in the kitchen. They will question you from the 
livingroom. Be sure and turn the stove off. Look for your salsa or pico de gallo. Serve plain or with tortillas and 
black beans. Perhaps, put the potatoes in the tortillas and pour your salsa in the opening. If you eat this in the 
morning, be sure and serve with really strong coffee like Sumatran or Guatemalan. Finally. the meal is really 


great for hangovers. ..eat and then sleep for five more hours. 


py John Bagby ecubensisewel l.com? 


ave first been enjoyed from the vessels of the hunter- 


is is an anci controversial folk brew, rumored to h ais 
aa —— ported by divine wholesalers, 


tribes who navigated pre-history. Many claim the firs 
uct of the Big Bang- sul 


t pronoia was im, 


gatherer more insist that pronoia originates from 


Others argue that itis a differential byprod' 
within human culture. ne : a) 
ever the brew was originally concocted, gourmets consider modern saa tae to be yiesty diluted com 

mugfulls...but here’s a little premillennial gumbo I 


cts of those ancient, simmering : 
ncy and texture Lots of cooks I know report hallucinogenic effects upon digestion. 


How 
pared to the medicinal effe: 


cherish for its unusual pote 


(Pre-heat biosphere) 
STOCK INGREDIENTS (a partial list) 


Mix ingredients well in 3 separate containers: sex 


politics 
1 part nervous and paranoid power class 
1 part creative and pronoid artist class 
2 parts cheap technology 
1 part savoir faire 


in mind...°? 


‘¢symptions of : 
pronoia ingestion é. i 
include suspicion = ah ake 
that the universe : ¥ 
is a conspiracy - 
with your welfare 2 parts manipulation 
2 parts hope and faith 


WARNING: Do not combine the three mixtures unless each separate container holdsa 
ratio you think you can handle. Like blowfish sushi, one little imbalance and.. 
Instructions: 
* combine 3 separate mixtures in a radiation-proof container 
* cook over open flame; stirring until consistency thickens; remove from fire 
* best garnished with generous amounts of hacked media and diced faith 
* serve warm, with a good fruity wine 


ipe For Proxoia’ 


Bagby has written for 
HEAD Magatine (UK), 
and co-interviewed 
John Perry Barlow 
last year for High 
Times # 230: “the 
cybertech issue”. 
He spent the sum- 
mer of '94 on the 
Road, facilitating In- 
ternet operations for 
the UK smartrave 
troupe Zippy Pronoia 


> Tour to US. In real 


life he balances his 
hemispheres in Colo- 
rado as an associate 


-, producer at Eagle 


River Interactive. 


Don Webb is FWR’s 
most prolific contrib- 
uting editor. Editor 
jon! met Don when 
both were slugs, per- 
haps banana slugs, in 
the days before the 


war. 


1/2 cup Onion 
medium Green Peppers 
lb clean, raw Shrimp 
cups Tomato sauce 


tsp minced Parsley 
tsp Cayenne Pepper 
cups Rice (prep separately) 


Chop onion, celery, peppers and garlic. Cook in mar- 
garine for about five minutes. Remove from heat; stir 
in tomato sauce, water and seasonings. Simmer about 
ten minutes. Add shrimp, cover and cook for 10-20 
minutes until shrimp are pink and tender. Serve over 
hot rice. 

While shrimp are in preparation have your local 
troop perform the following actions: 

I. Begin calling all local branches of the federal 
government and tell them that their department has 
come under fire in the national budget-cutting pro- 
cess. Advise them that the only hope for their jobs is 
an immediate flight to Washington to testify before 
the Senate finance committee. The bureaucrats will 
then flee their offices. As they abandon their offices, 
send paint crews to rename the offices for plumbing 
and artistic firms. Change locks. The resulting confu- 
sion will end federal control of your area. 

II. Blow up all cable TV facilities in your area. 
Call all local TV stations. Threaten them with with 
destruction unless they agree to show nothing but the 
“What Makes Auntie Freeze?” episode of My Mother 
the Car. This will cause all but the most brain dam- 
aged among the local populace to turn off their sets 
and begin to think. For those who still remain ad- 
dicted to the tube, there isn’t any hope anyway. 

III. Call up all local schools, identifying your- 
selves as the local fire Marshall, tell them it is time 


for an impromptu fire drill. Call up all firms which 


by Don Webb <dwebb@fringeware.com> 


1 cup Celery 

4 cloves Garlic 
1/4 cup Margarine 
1 cup Water 

1 tsp Salt 

2 Bay leaves 


provide ice cream refreshments from trucks. Tell the 
trucks to head to the schools, that a special school 
holiday has just been declared and the kids will want 
to celebrate. Remind them to announce the holiday 
over their loud speakers as the they approach the 
schools. 

IV. Call local churches, synagogues and mosques. 
Tell them that the largest churches in the city have 
started a raffle program that gives money to a random 
church goer. Ask them if they have a statement on the 
how much money They would pay to have someone 
to attend their church. Tell them that all the other 
churches are making statements at the local radio sta- 
tions. Call all the local radio stations and tell tham 
that church groups are making a hostile march on 
them en masse. Tell the radio stations the only way to 
avoid religious attack is to quickly found their own 
religions and start broadcasting them right away. Tell 
them that the churches won't attack their own. This 
will cause the state’s greatest ally in enslavement, the 
churches, and the state's second greatest ally. the me- 
dia to fight amongst themselves. 

V. Call up local government offices and tell them 
that the feds are planning to absorb all their functions 
in a few days. Say that the governor/mayor has said 
that the only way folks may keep their jobs is if they 
picket all fed buildings, with placards marked “Power 
to the People!” The feds will have all left, and the 
arriving picketers will be picketing the locksmiths 


<< ee 


ad painting crews. Call the local newspapers and 
sk them why all our local government is downtown 
picketing honest working men and women? Why is is 
- Jocal go’ ernment opposed to Labor? Express a hope 


that the local 

the radio sect 
VI. Call the police an 

lin town is offering a free fifty dollar 

¢ to the first two hundred policemen who 

he mall. Call all the malls and 


newspaper will cover the story, since all 


ms to talk about any more is religion. 
d announce that the biggest 


shopping ma 
sift certifical 
F uniform at U 
at the police are in a state of revolt, and 
1 after mall to loot freely. If they 
ggest mall and ask if the 


show up !n 
“jell them th 
“are coming to mal 


_ doubt the story call up the bi 


‘police are coming in number. Tell them that to avoid 


“panic, they should leave the malls—keeping all the 
doors open and hope that the police will take what 


they want and just go away. Tell the homeless in your 
neighborhoods that it’s a good day to visit the malls 
‘fora clothing upgrade. 
VIL. At this point shrimp will be done. go home, 


eat shrimp, start next batch. 
VIII. Go to all the empty churches, synagogues, 


and mosques. Put large hand lettered signs on each. 


Ts: 


“Going out of Business sale! All furniture free for 
hauling.” Give everyone that shows up some of those 
anarchists zines, you've been storing for years. Nu- 


merous copies of The Stars My Destination are also The Stars M 
e Stars My Destination 


by Alfred Bester is hard to 
find! outta prin, as far as 


nice gifts. Help people loot the churches, synagogues, 
and mosques. Tell each one of them, “Well, we're 
going to have start figuring this stuff out for our- we know 
selves now.” Mention that all the local government 7 
offices have gone out of business, too, and that every- 
thing there’s free as well. 
IX. Get a large electromagnetic crane, such as the 
kind used in car demolition lots. Use its mighty mag- 
netic field to wipe away all records at banks, court- 
houses, and taxation offices. 
X. Storm the electric power station. Turn off all 
power in the city for twenty three minutes. 
XI. During the instability which will follow, use 
your judgment and creativity to change a mindless 
falling away of the system into an individualistic 
small scale society unlike any that have existed in 
history save for our dreams. Some ice-cream would 
be nice too, since the shrimp burns a little. Maybe 


served without anarchy. Serves four. 
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by Don Webb ¢dwebb@fringeware.com> 


He stares blankly at her for perhaps a second and 


Q. 
A thirteen-hundred word story is one picture cor- turns to the next article. vit 
e 


rected twelve hundred and ninety-nine umes. 
He had entered the small gallery because of the rain 


Word is one picture corrected twelve hundred and 
old. Art, even in its fecblest forms, usually 


ninety-nine times. and the ¢ 
warmed him. That is not an emotional sentiment nor 


Word is one picture corrected. 
hor, Art increased the temperature of his 


a metap 


Dali corrected his picture ninety-nine times. 
body. He unbuttoned the first two copper buttons of 


Dali corrected his picture ninety-nine times by 
means of his magic monocle. 

Dali corrected his picture of the sun’s interior 
ninety-nine times by means of his magic monocle. 

I. 

Science News, 128:23, 1985. For over two decades 
scientists have been puzzled by the low output of 
neutrinos from the sun. It just doesn’t jibe with the 
theoretical output. John Faulkner and Ray Gilliand 
have conceived a solution to this dilemma. They pos- $3 
tulate a large population of WIMPS (weakly interact- : 
ing massive particles) orbiting the sun's core, but still ¥ : 
well beneath the sun’s surface. The WIMPS help con-g@ 
vey heat out of the core, thereby cooling it to tem- ; 
peratures significantly less than those predicted by 
the astrophysicists. A cooler core emits fewer neutri- 


nos, bringing theory in line with reality. his Levi jacket. He walked grimly by the platters of 


QO. toothpick-impaled cheese cubes to the first picture. 
The studio glowed brightly into the night. The first picture was a blue-gray semi-naturalistic 
Ii. landscape. Trees and stones melting into one an- 
A Fabulous Fifties breakfast nook in Los Alamos, other—the whole scene distorted as through a fish- 


red grapefruit from the Rio Grande Valley untouched, hair, and moved on. 

his coffee cooling. He is reading D. E. Thompson's The room was full of muttering people, mainly in 
article, “Weak Sun Blamed on WIMPS" to his chem- pairs. 

A Midwestern 


ist wife. She is eating her grapefruit, thinking of a The next painting was worse still. 
I drenched by 


lover she almost had in Acapulco. He pauses. street scene—someone’s Cotton Festiva 
doorways 


She says, “What do they do in their spare time?” an unexpected storm. People huddled in 
ti-colored 


He says, “Who?” while papier-mache floats dissolved in mul 


New Mexico witnesses the same breakfast scene for eye lens. It didn’t serve his purpose. It had no warmth 
the nine hundred and ninety-ninth time. A man in whatsoever. 
white lab coat sits reading his Science News, his ruby He shrugged, ran his fingers through his chestnut 
“The WIMPs, of course.” puddles. He rebuttoned his jacket. 
pee 


The third painting looked hopeful—at least from across the room. He crossed the floor, 
someone handing him a tiny brandy in a tiny shot glass. The third painting was a sunset 
cloudscape shot through with cerise, magenta, and burnt orange. It too had no warmth. 
Things are bad when a painting of Sol has no warmth. 

His need grew. His fingers and toes were numb and his breath was beginning to frost. 
As he turned to leave he saw the artist perched on a stool. The artist had light blond hair, 
washed-out brown eyes, and thin fragile bones. For a moment he thought he was staring at 
a clay figure. 

He meant to leave then, He pulled his left hand out of his jeans pocket, and looked at 
the steel ring on his fourth finger. The ring reminded him not to get involved. He should’ve 
gone to MOMA or the better galleries to get rid of his goose flesh. He looked at the 
clayman again. He was caught yet again. 

Q. 
The studio glowed brightly into the night. Dali wore goggles. Shadows and sunspots were 
beginning to form. Words corrected by pictures, Dali focused and corrected the shadows. 

The magic monocle revealed a street scene in deepest Harlem. One fair and four dark 


figures. A solar flair was beginning and if not absorbed would spray a neutrino rain through 
all orbiting matter. 


Iii. 
He circled over to the Platters of impaled cheese. In a low, sincere voice he asked those that 
wandered by for the address of the artist. The crowd was too sophisticated to be worried by 


the request. Artistic groupies are not unknown. Eventually a confidential voice told him the 
clayman’s address. 


He grabbed a couple of cheese cubes and left. He headed home. He needed a costume. 

He put on his Izod shirt, his designer jeans, his refulgent patent leather shoes. He rode 
the subway north and walked until he came to 123rd Street. It was early evening and he 
was so cold that he could feel frost forming on the hairs of his legs. 

He'd have to pick the correct group. There wasn’t much time—soon all of his heat 
would be gone. The elaborate set-ups he enjoyed were a luxury for another time. 

He felt their fire for two blocks before he saw them. Two blacks and two Puerto Ricans, 
all nineteen, one of whom today had lost his two-bit Job to a cute-looking chick, one of 
whom’s best friend was dying from an infected needle. They had gathered on a stoop to 
discuss their problems. 

He walked silently to the stoop. He interrupted the Puerto Rican whose friend was dy- 


ing and asked, “Say, any of you boys know how to get to Broadway? I’m new in town and 
want to see a show.” 


He was loud and irritating. The four erupted in a nova flash. 
Iv. 
Much later, beaten and bleeding, he limps to the artist’s apartment. He uses one of his 
Words to unlock the door and another to silence his movements. He finds the clayman’s 
bed in the dark. He stands with his right arm outstretched—its splayed fingers five inches 
above the clayman’s chest. 

He lets go. 

He lets the fire which he has held in by agonizing efforts flow down his arm and into 
the sleeping artist. He only saves a little to fight off the cold til tomorrow. 

It had been better in the old days when he could heal his flesh with the fire. He looks at 
the sleeping artist whose works will now smolder in the eyes of the beholder. It’s still 
worth it. Steel ring or no. 

As he turns to leave he catches his reflection in the mirror. One eye is black and the cut 
over his lip is beginning to ooze blood again. 
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Fleet Bureau of Investigations 
Aeschylus Division 


101 Decumanus L12 
Aeschylus, Tau Ceti IV SW: 240 Q: XII 


i : Special Agent of Investigations Nathaniel Coopersmith 
sii ctor pn 2140.09.30.16:45 standard 


.09.29,06:30— Special Agent Blaise Rochefoucault (OD G4xa7) obtains Octoloft 
bia Pe cpexites Rory tnstituts Xenobiology Department (reqnum 734.36.120) and 
proceeds to Barnett Estate (913 Cordo L8). 
2140.09.29.07:15 — Upon arrival, Lionel Barnett presents Special Agent Rochefoucault 
with requisite 125,000 debit card (anonymous registration) and expresses concern 
for the safety of his daughter. Special Agent Rochefoucault allays fears and departs 


for Bureau headquarters. ‘ ; ‘ai 
2140.09.29.08:15 — Pre Operations briefing led by Chief Mycerinus, designating Special 


Agent Rochefoucault as intermediary. Special Agent Marsden Appleby will lead 


any necessary police action under Team A. : 
2140.09.29.10:45 — Special Agent Rochefoucault is driven to the contact point, 544 West 


23rd L3. 
2140.09.29.10:53 — Special Agent Rochefoucault makes contact with Suspect A, Robert 
Littlefield (AN 082352). Suspect A is armored in Class V Light Exoskeleton (CN 
082352a). 
2140.09.29.10:59 — Suspect A takes Special Agent Rochefoucault to Warehouse District 
1, 1530 Decumanus L1, by circuitous route. Surveillance maintained by Team A. 
2140.09.29.11:30 — Special Agent Rochefoucault meets Suspect B, Carlo San Giacomo, in 
Warehouse E. Suspects C, D, E, and F (identification pending) are present. 
Warehouse E designated C1 by Team A. Teams B, C, and D are called in. 
2140.09.29.11:35 — Special Agent Rochefoucault presents specimen and debit card to 
Suspect B. Suspect B summons Lucia Barnett, bound and in a state of catatonia 
(see Doctor’s Report 312.38g). 
2140.09.29.11:39— Suspect C draws weapon and trains it on Special Agent 
scot | Suspect D, at window, expresses alarm when he sees Team A 
proaching C1. 
2140.09.29. 11:40 — Special Agent Rochefoucault incapacitates Suspect C and obtains 
zis weapon. Team A achieves successful entry in Cl through window. 
0.09.29.11:41 — Team C enters C1 through cargo door. Suspects D, E, and F are 
killed in the ensuing melee. Suspects A, B, and C are placed under arrest by 
3 Special Agents Rochefoucault and Appleby. 
140.09.29,] 1:45— Suspects are led to Aeschylus Police Department Central Station for 
wea his Bamett is taken to Aeschylus Memorial Hospital and her parents 
oned. 
2 1 ieee 12:23 ~ Debriefing held by Special Agent Nathaniel Coppersmith. 
0.09.29.14:15 — Debit card is returned Lionel Barmett at Aeschylus Memorial Hospital. 
140.09.29,15:37— Specimen retumed to Institute Xenobiology Department. 


ref: 0798685 
See also: all data on Ops, Interro, AVH materiel Bamett Case 079868 


FWR contributing 
editor Anita Brenner 
ran into Richard PB, 
Tyson, in the hall of 
the local courthouse, 
They were each wait- 
ing on jury verdicts 
(acquittals) and took 
a few moments to 
discuss the ways in 
which the criminal 
justice system ap- 
proaches sex, reli- 
gion and politics, 


by Anita Susan Brenner <brenner@fringeware.com> 


Ewer: Why is it that ina rape case, you always seek 
to seat women jurors? 


MY.t: | always try to obtain twelve women on my 


rape juries. These jurors are able to intimately discuss 
all of the potential defects in the alleged victim’s tes- 
timony concerning the claimed acts. One man on that 
jury would poison the natural forthrightness and ob- 
jectivity of the women even though they would rec- 
ognize that in most cases any comments by the male 
would be bottomed in idiocy. Put in another way, 
women are best able to make those determinations 
which are essential to a fair and credible analysis of a 
woman victim's testimony. 

fwr: Have you tried many rape cases? 

m&.t: Yes, I have tried quite a number of rape cases 
but to make the point, I had a case involving an at- 
tractive 23 year old woman, who was accused of 
orally copulating a 30 year old male companion in 
the back seat of a vehicle, which was parked ona 
hilltop in South Pasadena. In order for the police of- 
ficer to reach a point where he could put his head in 
the window and view this delicious activity, it was 
necessary for him to walk a quarter of a mile up a hill 
through pine trees and brush to reach this spot. This 
was before the California unlawful search laws came 
into effect. This officer, who was known in subse- 
quent years for his born-again christian attitude and 
an unwillingness to avoid the natural idiocy which 
imbued his small mind, took the matter to the police 
chief who in turn was terribly embarrassed but turned 
it over to the District Attorney hoping for a rejection. 
The District Attorney filed what was then a felony: a 
charge against each of the individuals of oral copula- 
tion of the sexual organ of another. 

flwr: A felony? 

mX.ts That was a felony in those days. The prelimi- 
nary hearing magistrate, who approached in igno- 
rance the unfortunate level of the police officer, 
bound each of the two defendants over for trial. The 
male was represented by an old timey lawyer in Pasa- 
dena, who had a big gold watch in his vest pocket 
and a great big great whale’s tooth in the other 


pocket, not a big whale’s tooth but a big small 


whale’s tooth that fitted into his vest pocket, Not an 
elks tooth, but a very small whale’s tooth. The case 
was tried to a jury, and in that case, obviously, 1 in- | 
sisted upon an all female jury, not one of them who 
had failed to have her fanny on a bar stool. 

£Wr: How do you tell if a woman has ever had her 
fanny on a bar stool? 

MX.t: You look at her eyes. 

£Wr: Do I look like the kind of woman who had my 
fanny on a bar stool? 

f£wre I don’t know whether you ever had your 
fanny on a bar stool, but you, Anita, are an intelligent 
and fair-minded person. You would reach a verdict 


based upon the same thinking as a woman who had 

her fanny on a bar stool. 

fwr: Why is that? 

MI.t: Because you are, I can look in your eye and 
See that you are a helluva trial attorney and a woman 
who would be able to look at this entire Project that 
was foisted upon the criminal justice system and im- 
mediately come in with a not guilty verdict. 

£wr: Tell me more! 

MY.C: We tried the case and the cross-examination 
of the police officer was truly a joy. Not only was he 
not the brightest guy who ever walked on the pike, 
but he found that he had difficulty when it came to 
describing all of this alleged activity in view of his 
religious beliefs. The long and short of the whole 
thing was that the jury just loved the case. The old 


timey lawyer put his client on the stand and he testi- 
fied that he was asleep and did not know what was 
going on It was the old bath house sleeper defense. I 
did not put my pretly little lady on the stand. I simply 
argued that the attitude of this co-defendant, this 

man, that he was asleep during all of this alleged ac- 
tivity was So ungentlemanly, not at all au courant, 


not at all in any sense the conduct of a modern 


man...or even an unmodern man. 

£ WI: Did you cross-examine the sleeper? 

mr.ts The cross-examination of the man was also 
. 


truly a joy. As you can imagine, it was one of the 


great experiences of my life to cross-examine the 


sleeper. The interesting thing about this case, not hav- 
ing placed my client on the stand to testify, was that 
the jury found her not guilty. She, who was alleged to 
have been on her knees, leaning over with nothing on 
but one of those old-fashioned girdle-type apparatus, 
orally copulating this poor unfortunate sleeper. The 
jury acquitted her and convicted the sleeper. 
fw: Thanks, Mr. Tyson. | hear the bailiff calling 
me 
mr.te Wait a minute, Where is this going to be pub- 
lished? 
fWY: This is going to be published in FWR out of 
Austin, Texas, 
mrt: In that case perhaps, I should explain that 
when this occurred back in around ‘55-56, the law 
was clear in the State of California that any person 
who contacted his or her mouth with a sexual organ 
of another person was guilty of a felony. In '69, I was 
pleased to deliver a speech to the Conference of Del- 
egates of the State Bar, on behalf of the Pasadena Bar 
Association, to offer an amendment to the code sec- 
tion to except from the sanction acts in non-public 
places between consenting adults. 
fwr: Should there be a distinction between strictly 
pnvate places and semi-public places. For example, 
Should there be continued prosecution of gay men in 
| temote areas of parks by undercover police officers? 
One can argue that your case was ina public location 
because they were out in a car. 
RY.t: Well in the first place, I hardly think it was a 
Public location, when the officer had to climb half a 
mile in a tree-studded area in order to get there, but I 
think that what you must understand is that the ef- 
forts of the Pasadena Bar and my efforts in 69, were 
Ol just to protect gay people but it was to give con- 
‘enting adults the right to indulge in this type of con- 
duct ina non-public places. What we were trying to 
40 is to take the teeth out of the section. I can’t speak 


rthe Great State of Texas, but in California we 


a 


have plenty of things for these police officers to do 
other than to sneak around in parks and secluded 


places, looking for supposed dissolute conduct on the Anita Brenner is the 


part of anyone whether he’s gay or she’s gay or leading proponent of 
whether these are heterosexual conducts or whether Cyborg Poetry and 
some guy is out in the park masturbating, it just reads frequently in 
seems to me that this is a terrible waste of police re- Elko NV. Her favorite 
sources. writers are Wigmore 
fw: What can Fringeoids do about this? and Bentham. 


mMmx.tz There is not an awful lot to do except to try 
every case. At least you are educating part of the pub- 
lic that this type of conduct is unacceptable, unneces- 
sary and a waste of police resources. 

ffwr: Thank you very much. 

mr.tz Well, you are quite welcome, Ms. Brenner, it 
is always a pleasure to talk to you. I am sure you are 
sorry you are cutting me off so abruptly here. 

LW: Well, maybe FWR will let us continue this 
interview in another issue in which we discuss the 
first time we met. I seem to recall we were on a four- 
defendant rape case. 

Mr-ts It certainly was a four-defendant rape case. 


fw: But, we'll save that for another time, right? 


http://www.cy berspace.org/u/brenner/www/bonepage.htnl 


Bye! 
Twelve Rules for Criminal Defense Attorneys, i.e. A Recipe For Success 


[Richard P.B. Tyson with the reluctant assistance of 


Anita Susan Br enner, who stirred the pot) 


In a criminal case, obtain the fees while the tears are flowing. 


Between those who are equally in the right, or equally in the wrong, the law 


does not interpose. 


Never try a murder case until the grass in green on the deceased's grave. 


That which does not appear to exist is to be regarded as if it did not exist. 


Never accept a juror whose mouth puckers smaller than a chicken’s ass. [sto- 
len from Molly Ivins] 


Superfluity does not vitiate. 


Never cross-examine the deceased victim’s mother. 
Superfluity does not vitiate. 


You know your client is in good shape if the predominant makeup of the jury 


is froma discriminated-against class, 


- Ina rape case always seek women jurors. 


- Contemporancous exposition is in general the best. 


- You can always tell the victim is lying when the tears begin to flow. 


- Don't be a fly swatter, There are too many flies. 


1 was electrified. Tired and uncomfortable, I'd been 
fitfully dozing for the past half-hour. The hard plastic 
wall of an airliner shares only one characteristic with 
a pillow: the talent to form my hair into a shape that 
perfectly accentuates my resemblance to a potato. I 
turned reluctantly towards the young woman who'd 


sat down in 16B back in New York and who was now 


extending a just-opened pack of Doublemint. 

She was attractive. No, she was stratospherically 
beautiful, to a degree that had forced my brain to re- 
press all actual feelings of desire. You see, life inside 
a potato look-alike teaches the subconscious to pro- 
tect itself. J had thus been able to coolly observe as 
she fidgeted in the departure lounge, checking her 
watch and her ticket alternately every couple min- 
utes. She was plainly, casually dressed, probably vis- 
iting her parents while her lawyer husband stayed 
back at their upscale mini-mansion in Dallas. Some- 
thing like that. When I'd seen her walk down the 
aisle slowly focusing on my row, I was siezed with 
anxiety, involuntary denial notwithstanding. After 
making nervous motions to pantomime the 
accomodation of her presence, I had turned and tried 
to sleep. 

Now the gum. Why gum? Why now, only this far 
into the flight? Beverage service would start soon, 
followed by some nauseating re-formed meat-like 
substance that would no doubt leave some gooey 
stain on my chin. Gum would only compound the 
problem, a sticky blob I'd surely fumble with and 
accidentally fling in her face. 

“Yes, thanks.” 

She pulled out a piece and unwrapped it before 
handing it to me. Strange. “Do you live in Dallas?” 
she asked as I took it. She folded the wrapper and put 
itin her bag. Also strange. 

“No, Austin.” At this point my recovering sore 
throat played a really funny joke on me, and I issued 
4 Sputtering cough. “I’m not contagious,” I said, as if 


it would reassure her. 


“Mm hmm” she said, as she started in on the 
Piece she had taken. 


Why had she unwrapped the gum? Maybe lots of 
gum-giving people do that, I thought, and I ve just 
been spending time with the wrong sort of people. 
The nice voice in my head chastised the rotten one 
for wondering how clean were the hands of this per- 
fect specimen of womanhood. 

She reached up and turned her lamp on and in- 
creased the flow from her air vent to maximum. This 
is really great gum,” she said as she proceeded to ad- 
just my lamp and vent the same way. “You'll want 
these like this in a sec.” 

I felt one of those waves of sensation that happen 
whenever I realize something abnormal is going on. 
It’s as if the few neurons untouched by years of 
heavy drinking are shouting “Hey moron!” to alert 
me to some potential danger. The wave had hardly 
reached my knees when she calmly reached her right 
arm over and pressed her thumb against my cheek. 

“This helps.” she said, holding her thumb lightly 
but firmly in place. 

Ok, I thought, this is where I start going over the 
likely events I can expect in the near future. Is this 
woman insane? Is she doing something that makes 
sense, therefore implying that I’ve gone insane? Is 
there a little card in the seat-back compartment that I 
failed to read? 

“Uhh” I interjected cleverly. 

“My boyfriend makes this stuff. He's a chemist.” 

“You mean the gum? He makes Doublemint 
gum?” It was hard to talk with her thumb on my face. 

“No, he just wraps it like that. That’s why I kept 
the wrapper; he likes to reuse them.” 

For some reason, that revelation calmed me down 
quite a bit. I felt better about all the friends who 
hadn’t unwrapped gifts of gum in years past. I did 
wonder how anyone could possibly create a conyine- 
ing fake Doublemint package, and I considered that 
this guy might be an origami experi. Soon, however, 
the oddity of the situation regained its hold on my 
attention. 


“It tastes just like real Doublemint, I think.” I 


didn’t want to ask direct questions for fear she might D> 
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take offense. That that might get her to remove her 
thumb from my cheek didn’t occur to me. 

“Well, it's way better. It’s got drugs in it.” She 
giggled. “You'll notice in a sec. Tell me if your feet 
Start to itch though.” 

I started to imagine how I'd describe this experi- 
ence to various friends (my wife included), but it was 
hard to get too involved with that because I was si- 
multaneously telling myself that I’d probably be dead 
soon. What exactly did she mean by “drugs”? I 
started to notice a tingling around my neck. 

“Drugs?” I asked. “Kinda like Aspergum, right?” 
(I'm the only person I know who likes Aspergum.) 

“No way. Real drugs. He made them up himself, 
in his lab in the garage. He's invented lots of drugs.” 

Oh, great. “Them.” Multiple home-made drugs 
soaking slowly through my mucous membranes. 
From now on, I'd explicitly request a seat next to a 
screaming, vomiting toddler. 

I felt a flush on my forehead. | opened my mouth 
to say something, but the mere movement of my jaw 
threw me into complete dizziness, My head started to 
slump forward, I think, and my clarity of perception 
was rapidly fading. My feet didn't itch, though as I 
te-checked I couldn't be sure that I still had feet. 

“Wow. This is a good batch. Here, thumb my 
cheek for me.” She pulled my arm over and I man- 
aged enough muscle control to extend my thumb. I'm 
not sure whether I held my arm out or whether she 
did, but in any case I became aware that my thumb 
was resting on her cheek. At least, that’s what my 
thumb told me; my eyes were busy sorting out which 
of the seventeen tray tables floating in front of me 
was the one I should lower to indicate I wanted a 
beverage. 

I saw the flight attendant (actually, I saw several 
of them, hovering like balloons in the Macy's parade) 
and the beverage cart. I was sure she'd notice this 
little tableau, and it would certainly be the kind of 
thing the FBI would want to deal with when we 
landed. I wanted to remove my thumb, at least, but I 
couldn’t make my arm move. I couldn't even find my 
arm. 

“Something to dr—" The attendant made a little 
gasping noise. A professional, she caught herself. 
“Something to drink, you two lovebirds?” The sound 

of her voice started up a weird echoing ring in my 
ears, like Christmas bells with rockabilly reverb. 

“No. Nothing. Thanks. And we don’t want any 
dinner either.” How she managed to respond like that 
when I couldn't hope to control my tongue amazed 
me. She must do a lot of this stuff, whatever it was. 


1 was glad she said it anyway, because I really didn’t 
want to find out what a dish of lasagna looked like jn 
this condition. The attendant moved on. 

“Ung muh muh muh,” I think I said, meaning 
“What exactly are these chemicals that have just 
breached my blood-brain barrier?” I really needed to 
get some more data, because I was starting to lose 
track of a little too much of my mind. 

“Shhh! Just wait.” How the hell did she talk? wa, 
I sure I'd seen her put that gum in her mouth? 

Just then, I started to notice a feeling in my 
thumb, like bugs crawling up from the tip. At the 
same time, the spot on my cheek where her thumb 
lay went cold, and I felt as if a net were spreading 
from it around my head. The chill spread with the 
net, but the rest of me was heating up. I don't think | 
was sweating, but I felt really warm. My sense of 
body form had failed me; I felt like a lump of bread 
dough. Warm bread dough. The bugs continued up 
my arm. 

“This is an easy one. Hold on.” Her thumb 
pressed harder into my face, and I think mine started 
pushing into hers. The crawling bug sensation was 
gone, replaced by a general feeling of liquid flowing 
over my hand and arm. The feeling I was getting 
from her thumb was starting to make my head hurt. 
The “net” I had felt before seemed to be getting 
tighter, squeezing my skull, almost pushing my hair 
back into my scalp. My vision was getting really 
blurry now. 

I toyed with the idea of panic and thought of a 
few different action plans. Of course, since I couldn’t 
move or feel anything there wasn't much I could ac- 
complish. The rushing noises of the aircraft and the 
vents blasting air down on me started to swell. 
drowning out a little tune this nutcase beside me had 
started humming. After some more of this, the world 
went completely black. The last thought I had before 
going under concerned the question of whether I'd 
describe this drug as something that “gets you high” 

The terrain between Nashville and Texarkana 
slipped quietly beneath me. For all 1 knew we could 
have detoured through the asteroid belt. I figure | had 
about as much grasp of the universe during that time 
as your typical refrigerator mold colony. The only 
sensations I hazily remember are that at some point 
there was a quick popping noise, and I started feeling 
lighter and smelling better. 

I woke up to an elbow jabbed in my side. 
“Dammit! How long have you had this cough?” 

I looked over to my left at the sound of my voice 


“Huh?” she said. | mean— 
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“Why didn’t you go to the doctor. Do you have 
h drops, or anything?” antes cough. 
Bair lier questions about insanity apparently 
osieais [ just sat there staring, —— ni 
food was like in modern asylums. There I was, 


re he Was; 
guess J mean there she was, OF maybe the: 


that she, or I, was 
nd of course that could only mean 
: hosis is a pretty heavy-duty. 
here. Nifty. Boy, true psyc! 
_ i imminent 
An attendant began announcing the im 
d down to buckle the 
landing of the plane. I reache a 
belt over the soft knit cotton vest she was wearing. 
mean—oh, you get it. A thought worked its way 
through my confusion. 
“Excuse me, but don’t you think you got the bad 
end of this deal?” I looked-at her quizzically, wonder- 
ing if what I was telling the face to do would really 
make it look quizzical. Would I have to practice ev- 
erything? I could apparently make this thing talk. “I 
mean, do you really want to look like a potato?” 


“Well, Ido have the window seat now.” She had a 


point. “Fix your hair. It’s messy in the back.” Gee, I 
didn’t realize I sounded (or used to sound) so much 
like Greg Brady. 

“My hair! What about yours? It’s all... 


-Sideways. 
It always gets like that. Good luck.” 


She also needed 
to clean the glasses, but I was a little ticked off so ] 
decided not to tell her. Maybe she'd get a headache 
like I always used to. 


“Idon’t really care. I don’t need this 


one for very 
long.” 


I made a mental note to check whether it’s legal 
'0 commit yourself to life in a padded cell, 

“Gimme my bag, please. Don't look in it.” 

What an attitude, | handed over the bag, and ww 
grabbed the book I didn’t read out of the other seat- 


like this, she didn’ 
his body was w 
“Elaine! Pm 


impier than the old on 
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hear Prrre 
Well, you asked me to tell you about my new life 
with Luke, Anya, and my new family, so here goes. 
“Poly-WHAT2” you said...OK, OK, so 


“polyfidelity” does sound more like an insurance 


company than a revolutionary lifestyle. “Polyamory” 
sounds slightly better, but the important point is that 
this way of life puts a high value on a sense of faith- 
fulness, stability, love and respect—which has more 
in common, believe it or not, with the basic values of 
your own monogamous lifestyle than it does with 
“swinging” or other forms of promiscuity. The only 
fundamental difference between our family and yours 
is that we have all agreed to challenge the ancient 
notion that a woman or man can only have one erotic 
partner at a time, and that those who violate this so- 
called law of nature must reap the consequences of 
sexual possessiveness and jealousy, leading to bitter- 
ness, divorce, perhaps even violence. 

Not only do we challenge this dogma about “hu- 
man nature,” we are making our lives a refutation of 
it. This has led us to challenge other assumptions 
about human sexuality as well...but more about that 
later. 

Anyway, I don’t want to sound preachy, so I'll 
sign off for now and wait to see if you want to hear 
more. Your last email sounded like you were pretty 
skeptical about it. Any scientific objections? 


Iwe to me on J aC welling, 
Lo ya 


Near L Say 


I'm sorry if I sounded too skeptical. Yes, 1 woulg 
like to hear more. Consider me a kind of friendly 
critic for this new experiment of yours, but a critic 
who puts a desire for your happiness ahead of any 
points I might want to score. 

My problem with polyfidelity is not that it goes 
against anything called “human nature” (maybe that 
term should always be in quotes?) —in fact, I think it 
is a fascinating possibility, at least theoretically. 1 
fully agree with your challenge to the dogma of 
sexual possessiveness as something hardwired into 
us, a kind of pre-determined behavior like sneezing. 
As a zoologist, I get very tired of people concluding 
such things from animal behavior (especially biolo- 
gists, who should know better)—our animal genetic 
heritage influences behavior in complex, fluid and 
multi-dimensional ways. Virtually all wild animals 
eat raw food, shit on the ground, and fuck in public, 
but human beings don’t. Does that mean we're going 
against the grain of “nature”? No, I'm completely on 
your side in affirming human possibilities, as op- 

posed to rationalizing the status quo with fallacious 
conclusions from watching animals. 

Where | differ from you is in my pessimism about 
the social gravity around us, and its effect on us. You 
and your new family don’t exist in a social free-fall, 
you know—you were all born, raised, and continue to 
live in a cultural gravitational field which has had 
enforced monogamy for thousands of years, sur- 
rounding it with all kinds of religious and legal tradi- 
tions and taboos—a formidable conditioning. Don't 
underestimate it. 

Maybe over a century or three something like 
polyfidelity will slowly evolve as a widespread prac- 
tice, but in the meantime, how do you get over your 
own conditioning without fooling yourselves? To say 
nothing of dealing with the outside world? 


Lowe Pevre 


Pear s Prurre- 

Enjoyed your letter, and showed it to Luke and 
others. We agreed with almost everything you said, 
except for the pessimism about “social gravity”. So- 
cial levity is what we're all about. But now that I 
know you're interested and basically supportive, I 
think I'll try to answer you by telling you about 
Luke...and Anya. 

As I told you, Luke and I fell lightening-struck in 
love during that short vacation in Hawaii. But I never 
imagined that he was a package-deal! Not that he hid 


anything from me, exactly...actually, I’m glad he 
wisely waited for the right time back in Portland to 
tell me about Anya. I don’t think I could have ac- 
cepted her if he had told me in Hawaii, and it might 
have nipped our relationship in the bud...but enough 
morbid speculation. 


The way he told me about her was pretty brazen, 
and quite skillful in its own weird way. We had gone 
'o his apartment after lunch, our first meeting since 
Hawaii. I remember being surprised how modest the 
place was for a single man of his obvious means, 
though I found it charming...in fact almost too 
charming for a bachelor apartment...that old electric- 
ly was crackling between us, but this was no time for 
bed, for he meant to keep his solemn promise to fi- 
tally explain his terse answer to my question in Ha- 
“ail about his love life: “I have been married and am 
‘father of two children. I don’t want to talk about the 
"st of it till we get back to Portland, but I can assure 
You that I am completely free to commit myself fully 
oa relationship with you.” He launched right into 
is Story with no preface, and I suddenly registered 


with a shock that he Was telling me that he was still 
married. Not only was he still married to Anya, he 
was “deeply in love with her.” She spent most of her 
time in their house near Lake Oswego with their two 
kids...and with her lover, Jonathan! There was much 
more, but this was about all he felt I could handle at 
the moment. I barely did handle it. On the one hand, I 
had to admit that I had strong ideals about transcend- 
ing sexual possessiveness, and we had talked a lot 
about such things in Hawaii. BUT...! Isn't it amazing 
how puny our ideals can seem when put to the test of 


real life? I think I came close to bailing out at that 


moment. But something told me to wait, and not just 
knee-jerk out of the situation. 

Well, the next thing I know, we're on our way 
over to Anya’s! The encounter with her was surreal 
for me: very large, upper-middle class house with 
about 6 kids including their two (ages 7 and 10) rac- 
ing around the place, Anya receiving us alone 
(Jonathan gone to Seattle on business) like a charm- 
ing housewife (which she is, ina way—she prefers 
this role, and has expanded it into a kind of day-care 
center for their network of other poly families). I 
mean, I thought I was in the twilight zone...every- 
thing seemed so weirdly normal... 1 don’t know what 
I expected—a dope-smoking hippie? But it certainly 
wasn't this lovely, gracious, Scandinavian beauty of a 
suburban matron, expertly shepherding the kids while 
Serving me tea, so attentive to my every need and 
comfort, and genuinely interested in me. 

But that was only the beginning. We had a pleas- 
ant, incredibly normal afternoon talking, working and 
playing with the kids, while Luke puttered around the 
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house, mostly fixing a solar collector. Then dinner 
with us three and just the two kids, Laurie and Chris, 
bedtime stories for them, and us three listening to 
music and talking far into the night after the kids 
went to bed.\I’ll reluctantly skip the details and get 
right to what you are already thinking: yes, we all 
three wound up in bed. It was wonderful! Not only 
because I discovered how tarned-on I can be to an- 
other woman, but because there was not the slightest 
pressure or artificiality about it. It was as natural as 
the whole afternoon and evening had been. At first I 
thought this must be some mysterious karma between 
us three, and who knows, maybe so, but the more 
important factor is that both Luke and Anya are such 
’ incredibly open, honest, fearless people. Even before 
it became clear that we were all getting very close, 
they expressed frank, unashamed affection and kisses 
in front’of me, as did Luke with me in front of Anya. 
And then she’and I quickly discovered that we had 
many interests and outlooks in common. I think the 
important thing is that they are people who do not 
hide their love out of fear as most of us learn to do 
sooner or later in life. They made it safe for me to be 
the same way, and I took to it like a duck to water. 
When I woke up the next morning and looked at 
them asleep in each others’ arms with Anya’s leg 
draped over mine, I knew I had found my lost tribe. 
Over the next few months I found myself shut- 
tling between my old apartment (now vacated), 
Luke’s place, and “the Lake house” as we call it 
(which is actually not far from my job). Some weeks 
I would spend far more time with Anya than with 
Luke. At first he was a little grumpy about this, but 
Mark (who tends to be mostly homo and has been in 
love with Luke for years) was there to console him, 
often with Vivian...oh yes, Mark is legally married to 
Vivian who is Jonathan’s dominatrix...and yes, ev- 
eryone in our family is “‘pansexual”. This is most of- 
ten harder in the beginning for a hetero-identified 
man than for a woman, even polys with previous ex- 
perience. Our family pretty much insists on letting go 
of straight-identified (or gay-identified) patterns of 
behavior and thinking. Of course if a guy (or girl) is 
naturally much more hetero (or homo) in their tastes, 
that’s fine, we’re not ideologues. But we feel it’s im- 
portant to abandon the self-image of hetero/homo 
sexuality (though not the practice!), because if you 
look closely at it, it turns out to be totally derived 


__ know what you thi 


conditioning of sexual 


from the whole system of 


ownership, patriarchy, etc. 
Anyway, I’ ll leave you with this for now. Let me 


nk when you've digested it. 
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Dear Ls Sy 


Pierre showed me your correspondence with him. 


Was very interested and intrigued by your account, 
Neither of us has much time to answer now, very 
busy witha publishing deadline. But I do have one 
burning question: What about the kids? 


Ie flor, [ak 
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Dear Jacaue line. and Ferre. 


I’m busybusybusy too as it turns out: we're start- 
ing a family business! It’s very exciting (and exhaust- 
ing!)...I’ll tell you about it later when I have more 
time. 

Jackie, you asked about the kids. It's very simple: 
everybody takes equal responsibility for them. Period. 
I know most other “poly” families are different in 
this regard. But we insist that the kids belong to ev- 
erybody—and nobody! Our family is no place for 
anyone who doesn't love kids, that’s for sure. Of 
course no one can replace the natural mother and fa- 
ther of a child, and not everyone has the same 

amount of time to spend with them. But it all works 
out, because this is a group marriage, and the kids are 
included. Our main problem is that some of us com- 
plain that they don’t get enough time to spend with 


Jove | 
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the kids, believe it or not 


Near Li, 


1 admit. I'm deeply impressed. You folks are re- 


ally living your ideals, not just rationalizing boredom 


with the same partner, as I confess I had feared. i 
have long felt that monogamy is welded into a whole 
sexual way of being: you can’t start to tinker with it 


without changing a lot of other things about sexuality 


4 well. And, although these things have begun to 


ge in both American and European culture as a 


at much—when 


“whole, they haven’t really changed th rite 
ic 

people forget this and stray too far out of the basi 
sexual parameters, it becomes fo! 


3 k what’s hap- 
ils in the long run—loo! 
or later and fails i syn they're 


tally unstable sooner 


“pened to the sixties’ augers in Kes ae 
~ almost all either raising families no 
alone, at least here in Europe. we 
| But that was about as far as my tbinens sa 
: Your experiment is the first I have ges of in whinh 
people are really willing to change their sexaalyane 
sense of identity and family, in order to go beyond 
! monogamy. You are in unexplored eatery as far as 
_ Lknow—I don’t know of any human society, or even 
any animal species which engages openly in such 
| pansexuality, especially with your equal sharing of 
: care of the young—I am still full of wonder at this 
idealism... 
Jackie here, looking over Pierre's 
shoulder...we’ve been talking a lot about your new 
| life, and we've composed the following order of 
4 questions we'd like to ask you: 
} Very important: What about your relationships 
| with the community (especially the kids’ school, 
| friends, etc) ? And what about formal legal and finan- 
_ cial responsibilities? 
Important in general: All of you are very much in 
_ the upper-income bracket, ri ght? You all also seem to 
' have an extraordinary amount of leisure time. It takes 
a lot of time and energy to establish a solid relation- 
ship with just one person, let alone a polyfamily— 
and meanwhile most People have to struggle to make 
| a living in the world, How can this lifestyle be pos- 
| sible for anyone but the bourgeoisie, if you'll f orgive 
our French (and of course we're in that Category too, 
4s you well know) ? 
Not so important, but we're c) 


gen urious: What’s with 
the “dominatrix” 


bit? Is this just individual kinki 
ual kinki: 
Or part of a system? a 


Love Jac kle L 
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what type of business are you starting? 
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ve had to get 


: » nor do we hide 
anything. They like us a lot, consider us a bit weird, 


but basically aren’t that Curious—yet. We're fairly 
active in the community, especially those of us who 
spend most time with the kids. The school is a top- 
notch private one, with very open-minded and toler 
ant attitudes. We expect that sooner or later there will 
be clashes of worldviews. We're Preparing to deal 
with them now. Jonathan and Colleen are excellent 
lawyers, which is very lucky for us. They have al- 
ready designed some innovative Contracts to protect 
the kids and provide for future unforeseen problems. 

Second question: yes, it does help to have money. 
So what? Social change has to start somewhere, and 
history shows that it’s often among the privileged 
classes. But that doesn’t mean it’s primarily destined 
for them—as other forms of family begin to spread 
and gain recognition (changing your social gravita- 
tional field), it will become much easier for people of 
all strata to live like this—especially when they real- 
ize it’s a hell of a lot cheaper.and more efficient... 

I wish I (or rather we) had more time to answer 
your questions, but this new business is really an all- 
consuming thing at this point. What we’re starting is 
a therapy center. The majority of us are licensed psy- 
chotherapists or doctors as it turns out. We got the 
idea from other polyfamilies who have started their 
own very successful therapy clinics. Who knows how 
many clinics are already being run by the likes ofius? 
It’s all part of a cosmic mind-takeover plot, heh heh... 

JOVe, , 
Leo 

PS: oh yes, Vivian says that being a dominatrix (or 
slave) is individually alright, but refuses to use pejo- 
rative terms like “kinky”. Almost everyone has 
strange sexual fantasies which they are seantiaerasics 
to talk about, and we are very supportive of getting 
these out in the open—most of them fade away or 
change when they are fulfilled and treated as normal, 
but Jonathan needs domination on a fairly regular ial 
basis (he is the boss of a very wealthy and suai 

waa lief from the 
law firm on the “outside”, and needs re ial 
machismo of that role)...and Vivian nae ‘i dee 
“vocation” you might say, for helping him = 


who need this. 


With the issue at hand being Sex, Politics, 
Religion, and Food, I'll peel the banana 
and get right to the fruit: money. 

You hate it, you love it. You need it. It’s 
the oppressive economic absurdity in 
which we're all drenched. The engine of 
the European Work and War Machine. The 
sprockets of monolithic Babylon (as all the 
Rastas and Rainbow Hippies will rant at 
ya). 

The major drag is that to live and play 
and eat and fuck anywhere slightly outside 
the cracks of Babylon, you have to pay. 

Now for me, a young lad nursed on tele- 
vision, raised on LSD, and schooled by 
various barely-sensical French Dudes, 
Babylon is a complex fascination. I'ma 
sucker for Industrial Lights and Magic, the 
toys, the records, the net, the glossy post- 
human sexiness. I feel compelled by its 
captivating absurdity to become a spoke in 
its wheel...and simultaneously to fight it 
every step of the way. 


So I fly to Los Angeles. 

Besides reveling in the geomantic aura of The 
Illusion Factory, witnessing the sucking of 
people’s souls & the molding of people’s dreams 
into consumer fetishism and ideals of “making 
it,” I was there for the Interactive Media Festival 
(IMF): a hoity-toity exhibit of the most innova- 
tive, captivating, blah-blah-blah interactive works 
of art. 

“We are entering the symbolic territory of in- 
formation. Electronic communication today de- 
scribes a crucial aspect of the relationship | 
between the individual and society in a techno- 
logically mediated world. Data representations 
are becoming both more lifelike and more par- 
ticipatory. We resort to biological metaphors to 
describe technological behaviors, and apply tech- 
nology to model and understand our complex 
world. As technologies acquire the attributes of 
creativity and intelligence, we can legitimately 
wonder about the relationship between culture 
and technology...Clearly there is a new type of 
information infrastructure emerging, a hybrid de- 
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rived from the convergence of the fields of art, 
entertainment, business and technology.” 

The above quote was lifted from the festival's 
program. Re-reading it, I sense some sort of 
apocalyptic event, that there’s vampyric alien en- 
tities and “they” manifest by sucking people's en- 
ergies. “They” are known as corporations, but 
that’s only an embryonic stage in their develop- 
ment. They can become more actualized and in- 
terfaced with humans via technology. They are 
guiding us, giving us sales pitches like the one 
above, and entrancing us into building shells for 
their energies. We don’t “resort” to biological 
metaphors, we are Puppeted, through the ma- 
chine, to build a better machine realm, one that 
herniates into our biological world even moreso, 
The skeletal structure enabling the siphoning of 
People’s souls, energy, ambitions, and fantasies is 
money, the flesh is manufactured by Hollywood, 

Oh yeah, the IMF was mega-sponsored by 
Motorola, and during the opening ceremony, a 
Corporate zombie. VP aroln t this statement 
of pupose: “Motorola realizes 
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don’t need 


teak olo to comm I- 
cate, swe d pre erty 
you did. 


The tension between individual au- 
tonomy and selling out was thematic of the 
conference, especially with the VRMN, an 
ad hoe group of modellers and hackers 
who constructed a 3D online version of the 
IMF's Gallery using VRML. It was all the 
buzz of the conference. The World Wide 
Web in 3D. The Men-In- Mostly-Blue-&- 
Gray, the corporate vultures, had dollar 
Signs in their eyes causing them to foam at 
the mouth. The VRMN seemed largely 
composed of individuals exuding that dis- 
tinctly Californian hippy-hipster nerd vibe; 
and from the outside, it seemed that the 
temptation to “sell-out” and get a kooshy 
high-paying gig was unavoidable. Not that 
corporate living is all that bad either, but 
one of these Men-In-Mostly-Blue-&-Gray 
was feverishly arguing, in the formal 
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VRML Panel Discussion, for manufac- 
tured scarcity in these net-based VRML 
worlds, so that the economics works better. 
What a fucking scumbag. Import scarcity? 
Off with his head! 

That was the scene. Some of the exhib- 
its were pretty groovy. Some were beauti- 
ful. Some were scary (in that Big-Brother 
sort of way). Then, after shagging all the 
free food and booze we could muster, I re- 
turned home. 

Just in time for the Rainbow Gathering. 

Picture 20,000 smelly hippies in the 
woods. Actually, picture a post-apocalyp- 


ey, 
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tic-style city on National Forest Land, where 
dreadlocks and piercings are the norm. Now 
don’t get me wrong, hippies, as 4 generic stereo. 
type, bug me batty. And groups of them tend to 
make me vomit. But I like these gatherings, and 
this year it happened to be within an hour’s drive 
of my house in Taos, NM. 

Reasons why I like them?: 1) No money. 
Everything is free (Food, Dope. etc.). 2) The 
kitchens. There had to be at least thirty of them, 
Some served fresh baked goods. Some served 
chai or coffee. All workers did so because they 
wanted to, not to make money or to make a liv- 
ing. There was a Pizza kitchen called Peace 0° 


Rutibaby 
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Pizza. A Krshna kitchen. etc... 3) The Music. I 
also usually hate quite a few of the drum circles 
that cross my path, but the drumming here was 
superb. There were folks rapping freestyle to a ally a question of pr 
couple of doombeks. And there was no scarcity their freakiness, bot 
of bluegrass or gypsy music. 


Snatchers 4genda fueled by th 


reak , both have extreme ugli- 
ness (just imagine any group of 20,000 
When you enter into the gathering, they say ces 


you are leaving Babylon and coming Home. In- I returned to my home, which ] pay rent 
tellectually this is very cool, but the practice of to live in. 
various “Brothers” and “Sisters” crying out I went to McEvil and had a hom 
“Welcome Home!” every two minutes begins to small order of fries and a chocolat 
torture the psyche. 

Anyhow, I attempted to address the tension be- 
tween Babylon and its Invasion-of-The-Body- 


eopathic 


e shake, 
And I re-adjusted to Babylon. 
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VRML is another great acro brought to you by the gods of abbreviautomaton. It stands se 
Virtual Reality Modeling Longuoge, cf. HTML HyperText Markup Language. It's a standard for 
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_ AMERICAN SURVIVAL GUIDE 
© Tired of it all? Want to get awayh 0? 
_. Finally convinced that FEMA has your 
phone tapped, and you just can’t take it 


Ant ri DELUKE Suna AIT 


ae 


% Mabe hacking at its 
best. Real zinester 


anymore? Well, have no fear, the 
AMERICAN SURVIVAL GUIDE can 
help! Called the "Magazine of Self Re- 
liance”, this publication covers all the 


swe nt , | survivalist bases, and can help smooth 
wer, {Dll 


= i your transition from wimpy civilian life 
into post apocalyptic freedom. From 
articles on cutting edge survival tricks, to reviews of the latest prod- 
ucts, this magazine is a must for the conspiracy- -minded, the paranoid, 
or falx who just wanna be ready. OK, so maybe some articles aren ee 
written by pros, and there are a few typos here and saab who 
; the end is nigh, right? gore By, ; 
. leita Rear ‘n Edie story, etc. ete. etc. ASG's Sep "95 issue features articles conde from ‘beautifully Pr 
Bez Stevyn, “My Gear phriend labels iron feather (1) out-of-hand anti-Clinton ran{s to quite eloquent, Teweh hc aded a Ss og 
immature (2) closed minded,..Shyt, how can I argue about the militia is a agin: however, ate a i z 
wath thar? What do you say? ...I do my best...<?>" ticles on herbal medicine ® xe omgpousse of al 
Stevyn’s: § good enuf for us... Looks like five the adverts and product reviews ssycs fore — 
bucks an isgue... onder now! PHUN Inc, POB from solar panels to ath co ave 
1905, Banlaes : 06 [JL] about “home defense” al yy dapep assault weap 


who doesn't? Oh yep evep as he World 
Web. Knowledge is pow gape H 
McMullen & Yee P 
heim CA 928 


TAKE ON TRE 


Dogs, as they say, and these particular Dogs are Sled Dogs, i.e. snow 
tes, kinda like abbreviated skis for the snow-enhanced. The creators of 
se icy foohicles won't stop where the pedal hits the snow...they're in- 
tently crafting the koolest multimedia to stew yer brain while you're wait- 
ing for the flakes to come. But don't believe us, call The Sled Dogs 


J 


Demandra’s Holiday: every trip needs a sOUNAErAack. . White working o9 my 
column for FARR, | was travelling across the nation during the incredible heatwave. The thick suffocating heat probably gave me more inspiration 
on a more pleasant note, | did set my eyes upon many mountains, beaches, aja, 
c Northwest blew me away.As my deadline drew near, | began to see live show, 
| listened to my live bootleg Bjork tape over and over, but | need not fil this column with s ray 
already gaga over her, Everyone already knows how amazing she is. Anyway | hope you enjoy this column as much, 
vacation—ha! And remember, my babies, lovers and the disembodied: (a) Demandra is no real critic, $0 | can't be hey 
responsible for my blatant lack of Professionalism; (b) hewover ry opinion io lncrodible and oy tastes are hnpeccabl. 


you know we here at FWR work better when we're suffering. However, 
deserts, sunsets, forests and Canyons. The glorious beauty of the Pacifi 
and listen to more music on my WalkMan. Actually, 
review of Bjork, the entire world is 
| enjoyed writing it while on my 


Love and Big kisses, 
Demandra 


Stitch * Stone Lounge, | Jul 95 © Tampa FL 


I don't enjoy Most cities in Florida, but Tampa is 
bearable for a night or two. I found a nice, secluded 


Private beach, played in the water, picked a few bro- 


ken shells for my lover and then ate at the Hungry 


Fishermen. I filled Up on crabs, clam and scallops, 
washed up and went to the Stone Lounge. The Stone 
Lounge is the best club in Tampa to see local and 
touring indie acts. As | explored the interior and its 
People, I noticed how short and innocent everyone 
was. I felt like a surrogate Big Sister. It turns out 
Stitch are in high school. 1 was so relieved and happy 
to see this bubbling trio on stage sounding like some- 
group between the Blake Babies and a less jaded, 
more youthful K Records band. Maybe their inno- 
cence made this pop punk more enjoyable. Joelle, the 
singer/bassist, told me she just wants to rock and 
have fun. They were so fucking happy to be playing. 
They are a visual spectacle of delight: there's the gor- 
geous androgynous Joelle, the Teddy Bear guitarist/ 
singer Suzi, and a tiny boy drummer on stage making 
me dizzy with his de de tah de...over and over again. 
They work well together: perfectly fitted puzzle 
pieces. Loosen up your bitter bowels and wrinkled 
foreheads with Stitch. They've only been around for 
a year and a half so they don’t have a demo. I will 
inform you as soon as one is available. Pay attention, 


Floridians, before they turn 20! /D/] 


Supergrass ¢ The Point, [5 Jul 95 * Atlanta GA 

There's this hip district in Atlanta called 5 Points, 
where you'll find restaurants, bars, clubs and lots of 
gutter punks. The Point has a kind of atmosphere I 
like: gnarly yet organised. Kids are tattooed and 
friendly, bald yet full of smiles, hairy yet sweet. 
Supergrass—from Oxford UK—packed the house 
and blew me away. In the very recent past I heard the 
single “Alright” but couldn't pinpoint the band. At 
various clubs around the nation, on the P.A., in be- 
tween sets, I wondered: “Who is this? Who does this 


i i = @ first listen. | remem- 
incredible song?” It was love at first listen. I ri 


ber running around Toads-On-The-Dock in Houston: 
“Who's this playing on the jukebox? Who's this?" All 
the responses were, “Dunno, it’s new, dunno. ,, 
dunno.” Anyway, Supergrass hops on the stage and 
half way into their set I'm screaming “Oh my God, | 
that’s that song!” (Ohhhh, the power of mass media), 
Somewhere, a little aural seed was planted, so when 
the time came for me to actually see the band, I felt 
like I already knew half the songs, but that's also the 
magic of Supergrass. They write incredibly catchy | 
songs, and Mickey (bassist) and Gaz (guitarist) sing 


together as if they met in the local school boys choir 
Sometimes they remind me of early Beatles because 
of their highly impressive melodies and the shon, | 
ught nature of their songs. Other times Gaz seemed | 
like a hairier Mick Jagger; a Planet of the Apes 
Mick. The drummer hit as hard as his 100-pound 
body would allow. I was amused by his big bug eyes 
and flailing arms. Although their influences are clas- 
sic, they have their own spice. Supergrass can hold 
its own. They possess charisma, Stage presence anda 
general happy vibe. Their new album, J Should Coco, 
is chock full 0° bouncy hits. Lucky in their indestruc- 
tible youth, these boys age between 19-24. Surpris- 
ingly, Gaz—the hairiest—is the youngest. /D] 
Supergrass. c/o Cema Distribution 
3500 Parkway Ln, Suite 100 
Norcross, GA 30092 


CHUMBAWAMBA + Mercury Lounge, 25 Jul 95 » NYC 

Of course everyone knows that in NYC you can 
see, hear and do just about anything. If you are not 
afraid of 12 million People crammed onto a few is- 
lands and 15 million taxis then go! Tonight was a 
busy night. First of all, | had to watch the middle 
band at Brownies then rush down to catch Chumba- 
wamba who were headlining. The rest of my gang. 
and my ride, for that Matter. were hack at Brownies, 
so I had to make the most of every minute 

Chumba has eight People: keyboards, bass, 


drums, percussion, trumpet, guitar, and a couple of 


yocalists. Actually, most of Chumba sings. Certain 
members switch off from singing to percussion, to 
: keyboards, to simply dancing. Danbert Nobacon (vo- 
- calist/theatrical-performer/dancer) and Alice Nutter 
. (vocalist/percussion/modern-dancer/performer) do 
most of the singing. Alice and Danbert are frequently 
moving, gyrating, and molding their faces. They have 
lots of props to accompany their performances: box- 
_ ing gloves, a Nun outfit, a couple of cool masks, and 
_ amighty cloth crown-cum- jester’s-coxcomb. The 
| yocals stand out in Chumba, with elaborate five-part 
~ harmonies and sometimes whole-band a capella. All 
. songs are magnificent and danceable! They played all 
: the hits “Mouthful”, “Timebomb”, “Anarchist”, 
“Nazi”) and a bunch of new songs. Chumba songs 
are political, but that doesn’t mean their presentation 
has to be forceful and preachy like most bands with 
political agendas. Instead, these songs are fun and 
make you want to sing at the top of your lungs, swing 
your mug of beer and shake your ass! This lot are no 
babies to the world of music. They are probably all in 
their thirties and some of the members have been 
playing together since they were kids. Shhh and An- 
archy (see FWR#8) are the albums to listen to and 
I'm sure with all the new songs on their set list, they 
will probably release a new album soon. Pictures of 
Starving Children Sell Records, Never Mind the Bal- 
lots, English Rebel Songs, and Slap! were all re-re- 
leased in England recently by their new label (One 
Little Indian) and all sat together in the top twenty of 
the alternative chart alongside their latest release— 
Showbusiness! (Chumbawamba live). Unfortunately, 
they are not very well known in the States. I was re- 
ally lucky to see them; it was a rare and most sacred 
opportunity. These anarchists from Leeds are busy 
jet-setting across the world—as I write this, they are 
on their way to-play in Hungary. [D/ 
Chumbawamba 
PO Box TR 666 / Leeds LS12 3JX, UK 


Edison Shine * The Stone Longue, 1! Jul 95 « Tampa FL 
Sometimes you see a band that changes things for 
youa little bit. Such is the case with Tampa’s newly 
teformed Edison Shine, who reached out with their 
| Squiggly little tentacles and dragged me out of the 
| Yan and into the club, just to see what was going on. 
Vocalist/guitarist Gerald Hammill nonchalantly 
led us to.a veritable buffet table of succulent sounds. 
Standouts were “Modulator”, “Suburban Com- 
Pound”, and “Cowgirl 3000”. Alongside bassplayer/ 
babe-magnet Steve Osborn, and drummer Kevin 
Pytlak, a Stewart Copeland/Clem Burke hybrid in 


his own nght, Hammill, after six years and various 
incarnations of the band, has finally discovered the 
proverbial lightbulb and switched it ON. Their music 
was smart, funny, easy to listen to, yet they still man- 
aged to be modest as hell about it all. As references I 
might mention the irreverence of Pavement, the coo] 
guitar stylings of the Archers of Loaf, and the hooks 
of Weezer. But that wouldn’‘t be telling the whole 
story. Because while I heard flashes of those other 
bands in their songs, what Edison Shine really 
sounds like is Edison Shine, and that’s a very good 
thing. Hey, did I say I loved these guys? /Ace Bond- 
age] 


Lida Husik * Joyride LP * Caroline Records 1995 
As I travel for many miles across the country, I 
think of home and silent solitude. I think of my fam- 
ily, friends and my little dog, Isaac. I think of my 
lover often. I get nostalgic and melancholic. I wax 
and wane. I need a soundtrack for my emotional! and 
physical journey. | gain unwanted clarity the farther I 
am away from home. Lida Husik suits my transient 
state. She reminds me of my other favorite artists 
with dark, husky voices and honest cerebral poetic 
lyrics. Lisa Germano and Liz Phair (in her Exile in 
Guysville days) come to mind. The guitars are as psy- 
chedelic as the 13th Floor Elevators. The layered 
vocals add to this comforting incense psychedelia. I 
love music fuelled by depression and alienation when 
it is presented in such a mystical way. “Flower of the 
Hour” sticks with you like patchouli. Consciousness 
exploration and narcissism are found in “Glorious”... 
There are several personalities presented in Lida’s 
songs: there is the sweet, mystical and lifting, there is 
the tough, stubborn and jaded, and finally the ironic 
and satirical voice balances to prevent “easy listen- 
ing”. The deep. sexy voice is the most alluring for 
me. Her seductive personality lures you in and makes 
you either sombre or in need of long, passionate sex. 
My favorite songs are “Sweet Lavender”, “Donkey 
Pot”, and “Mickey Minnie”. I also appreciate her use 
of metaphors like “Night Jewel” for the moon. 
“Walking through a golden afternoon I said. I love 
every moment that I’ve been inside my brain. I love 
every moment and I'd do it all again. I will never be 
apart. isn't that a beautiful thing?” Maybe I'm con- 
nected to those thoughts at the moment as I ride in 
the van and desire to sink in my head and become 
invisible. {D} 
Lida Husik, c/o Caroline Records 
114 W 26th St, 11th Floor / NY, NY 10001 
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Absinthe: History in a Bottle 
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The Closet Cultivator 
The Drug User: Documents 1840-1960 
Ecstasy & the Dance Culture 
Ecstasy: The MDMA Story 
Emperor Wears No Clothes (Revised Ed) 
Legal Highs 
Opium For the Masses 
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Entheogens & the Origins of Religion 
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Plant Powers, Poisons & Herbcraft 
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Recreational Drugs 
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Fringe Ware Review #1 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Premier Issue. Survival on the margins of 
cyberculture. Tom Jennings, Bob Black, 
Don Webb, etc. 


TANE-0101 


Fringe Ware Review #2 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Survival Issue, Cyborganix, Applied 
Memetics, Info Economics, etc. Mindfood 


Fringe Ware Review #3 
by FringeWare, Inc. 
The Environmental Issue (media envi- 
rons). David Blair on WAX, discourse on : 
media environs. Ivan Stang i.v. by Wiley Wiggins, stories by Don 
Webb, Erika Whiteway and more. Winner of 1994 Editor's Choice 
award by Factsheet Five. 


Fringe Ware Review #4 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Psyberchix Issue. Special guest editors 
Erika Whiteway and Tiffany Lee Brown 


Fringe Ware Review #5 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Stay Awake Issue. Jon Lebkowsky edits, 
John Shirley on Gurdjieff, Erik Davis, 
, UFO resources, Schwa cover. 


Fringe Ware Review #6 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Issue #6(66). Don Webb edits with Ron 
: Hale-Evans, Edred Thorssen, Tiffany Lee 
B rika Whiteway and more on Temple of Set, Gothick ori- 

gins, darkness, magick, goats and Satan. 


4 ZINE-0106 


Gm #6(66) 


Fringe Ware Review #7 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


WelrD Issue...R.U.Wired? Paco Xander 
ties ton Nathan edits a parody of Wired maga- 
aad with features on Genesis P-Orridge, McLuhan Center, DIY 
nfobotics and nEuroRancid (a parody of Neuromancer). 
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Fringe Ware Review #8 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


@ Fringe LifeStyles: Tiffany Lee Brown & 

bm Erika Whiteway edit this issue featuring 
the finer points of squatting, Barbie, aging, an interview w/ Robert 
Anton Wilson & the usual chaos. 


ZINE-0108 


Unshaved Truths #4 
by FringeWare, Inc. 


Cyborganic gonzo fiction: “network, 

ee elves, horses, dreams, elevator, carcrash, 
dallas, morphs . Don Webb, Wendy Wheeler, Jon Lebkowsky, 
Milton Gomelez, C.A. Rumbaut and more. 


ZINE-0004 


Mluminati Pyramid Mug 

by Chessex 
Black porcelain with red Illuminati pyra- 
mid. Proof that caffeine consumption is 
essential to any world domination conspiracy. 


CHEM-0303 


Radiation Hazard Coffee Mug 
by Chessex 


Yellow porcelain with red hazard warn- 
ing. These wouldn't be very funny if you 
ed in a nuclear power plant We don't, so they are. 
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Polar Bear Snuff 
by Devonshire Apothecary 


2 po b A very popular bit of herbal snuff to help 

o am wake you up for a long night of driving. 
writing, hacking or whatever..“This shameless little concoction has 
always been our most popular herbal toy." White powder that con- 
tains caffeine crystals, red ginseng, kava kava, menthol crystals, 
clove & wintergreen oils. 2.5g. 


CHEM-0030 


Mini Lighter 

by Service 
1" by 5/8” zippo style lighter on 28” long. 
fine nickle-plated ball chain. Gift boxed. 


Circuit Board Binder 
by Tecnotes 
30 by 24 cm 3-ring binder, with steel 
polyhinge. Made from recycled circuit 
boards. Colors and designs vary with sources. 


Circuit Board Clipboard 
by Tecnotes 


33 by 24 cm clipboard made from re- 
aul circuit boards. Colors and designs 


ey GZMO-0030 
$14.00 
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Synchrovision’s Brain Machine . Do Androids Dream of El 
by Synchrovision, Inc. : by Phillip K Dick 


= B13 cassertes, 3 HOURS 


WA The 


| FDA requires that the manufacturer 
mers : State that these devices are not intended 

aiter brain wave patterns. However, scientific research has 
shown that certain sequences of flashin 
can dramatically alter brain wave patte: 
cific brainwave states (i.e, rest, high activity, 


Set includes headphones, eyeglasses with LEDs mounted on the 
lenses, & a com 


HEAR-0100 


William 
effects & 
No word 


4 cassettes, 6 hours. Read by 
: Gibson. Full of stereophonic 
Music, this is a truly haunting version of Neuromancer. 
on Count Zero & Mona Lisa Overdrive. yet 


Day Dreamer 
by Alpha Odysseys 


a Made from Purple plastic, this device 
vaguely resembles a diving mask... great 
or your next dive into the Neuroverse! You look toward the near- 
est star with eyes closed, then blow into a tube with long, deep 
breaths, which causes the device's inner disk to rotate. Strobed ’ Seer? Beyond Cyberpunk! stack v1.5 
natural light on closed eyelids produces photic stimulation, which y k Computer Lab 
combines with paced breathing for a wonderfully vivid, kaleido- by The Comp 
Scopic experience. One of the most intense brain machines available for its low cost! Attention Citizen! New Update! dice 
performance — so long as you have sunlight and breath to invest in clearing your men media tour-de-force of art, literature, 
tal cobwebs... ——— postmodernicyberpunk genre. “Like scuba 
Ne is ia.” ires HyperCard 2.x: coolest stack 
Rave Man diving in an Encyclopedia.” Requires Hype Mark Frauentelder, 
Synchrovision ™ Oni the planet Peter Sugarman, aby — - Bi - Hakim = 
: Bruce Sterling, Richard Kaira ion Di asa ae tat ie - 
Bey, Rudy Rucker and even other famous people w 
pedal all cross linked via hypertext with industrial sound take animation 
clips, digital book marks and a dictionary that pronounces its terms. YOU must open 
your eyes, ears, and minds to the river of information that is growing exponentially... 
in raging turbulence... beyond anyone's ability to comprehend... yourmey find yourself 
washed up onto an alien shore someday, and you'd better be ready: 


GROK-0010 


The latest toy from the engineers at 

Synchrovision, the Rave Man unit allows 
the user to accept § 

ambient sound input and convert it into synched visual & sound in- 


puts via the included LED eyeglasses & headphones. Perfect for 
raves & concerts. 


Interview Tapes 
by INGREAT UNLIMITED 


These interview tapes are from 2nd & 
3rd generation dubbing. Sound quality 
ranges from fair to excellent. Most tapes are between 30 to 90 
minutes in length. Tapes complete with illustrated & printed J-cards 
& labels. Choose from the following selections: 


HEAR-0208: Albert Hoffman “MITCHELL HARDING KCRW INTERVIEW" * HEAR- bi 
0213: Charles Bukowski “READING AT THE SWEETWATER, APRIL 1980" » HEAR- aii zx 

Yak Bak 0212: Charles Bukowski “READS HIS POETRY” + HEAR.O2! Charles Manson “GERALDO ‘UNCENSORED’ 

by YES! Entertainment Corp 1988 INTERVIEW” + HEAR-O210: Jonestown “NPR SPECIAL - PLUS ‘IN SEARCH OF JONESTOWN’ SPECIAL IN- 
TERVIEW” + HEAR-0209: People's Temple Chor “HE'S ABLE MUSIC CASSETTE - 12 SONGS” » HEAR-0206 
Philip K Dick “IN CONVERSATION & NOTES” » HEAR-0207: Philip K. Dick “PIPER IN THE WOODS INTE®- 
VIEW 1981” » HEAR-020!: Robert Anton Wilson “A MEETING WITH ROBERT ANTON WILSON" » HEAR-0208: 
Robert Anton Wison “KPFK LOS ANGELES INTERVIEW 1989” » HEAR0202: Robert Anton Wilson “RELIGION 
FOR THE HELL OF IT” » HEAR-0203: Robert Anton Wilson “SECRETS OF THE ILLUMINATI.VOL I°» HEAR- 
0204: RAW “SECRETS OF THE ILLUMINAT] VOL 2” 


FREDI4 
by Robitron Software Research 


HEAR-02XX 


Natural language one-liner dialog genera- 
} tor Al. Used for the FRED 13 topic of the 

“mondo” conference on the WELL. DOS or Unix. Call about 
source license. Great for intelligent agents online. 


This is a compact digital recorder with 6 

seconds of memory & a simple 2 button 

interface. The manufacturer suggests “Record your parents saying 
‘Get that weird-looking thing outta here!’; Record your older 
brother snoring. Play it back to his girlfriend; Record your dog 
barking, then scare the heck out of your sister’” We had some 
other ideas... The rugged plastic case is made of red transparent _ 
plastic, easily concealed in your palm, & fits in a shirt pocket What were they thinking 
when they made these? Manufacturer reccommends ages 8 and up. 


Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (audio) 
by Douglas Adams 


Pomgle= adil 
Hear the novel that spawned a trilogy of [RNs ae 
six books. The entire novel unabridged, WT COMI 
read by the author on 4 cassettes, 6 hours. Towel not included. GUIDE TO TRE 


GALARKY 
we ee 


fore | ne 


Complete Stamp Set 
by PyroDise 


A complete set of the current 33 
PyroDise stamps. 


HEAR-0101 
MAIL-0003 


Virtual Light (Audio) Stamp Pack 
by Gibson, William Ean = j by PyroDise 


_ ID a | 5 Full color on d 
S William Gibson's latest novel, read by Pe- [ia n gummed paper. 
= ter Weller (The actor who played both Pte, ks = es : ndom mix of 6 commemora- 
juckaroo Banzai & Robocop). 2 cassettes, [80 minutes. 7, Give Taeues Fencing Waco TX, Dr: Kavoridan, james Brown, 


Tonya Harding, WTC Bombing, Gulf War Friendly Fire, Flag 
Burning (Ist Amendment), KILLHATE/WAR, Michael Jack- 


son, and so forth.. Reminiscent of USPS stamps. 


Time Wave Explorer (DOS) 


Cyber Rag | 
by Electronic Hollywood 
Mac electronic 


miere techno- 
aime Levy. Mondo 2000 #7: "An; 


by Blue Water Publishing 


: Software illustrating ethnobotanist 
ee Terence McKenna’s theory of time and 
ve. He often states this as his only piece of 
reel from the King Wen Sequence of | Ching 
ased On extraterrestrial communications.” Also DOS 
judes Mayan Calendrics: Some of the best Mayan 
Le conversion software available. Lets you explore sev- 
"t otheses (Tikal, etc.) compared with Western calendrics (Julian, 
etc) Developed by Peter Meyer. Package includes an audio tape of 
3 ratacKenna explaining the software. System requirements: MS DOS 2.1 & later, 


Terren perter graphics adaptor, printer supported by DOS Graphics Utility.\Com. On 
EGA or 


335° disk 


MELT-0030 


just took over. Electronic muchomedia 
any a and a severe attitude! Each issue editorializes the ~ 
Tustrations of big city life from a Post-Boomer POV as La Editr d 

to SF to LA to NYC to SF to LA to...The Ist edition of “CYBER RAG" wae gach! = 
Hypercard & is a Mac disk filled with bizarre oictures, sound, animation & words. 3 
games including a brief quiz on the life & times of computer Mogul Steve Jobs. Plus 2 
pieces of hacker poetry. ‘ 
Time Wave Surfer (MAC) "aes ee Cyber Rag Il 
by Blue Water Publishing be 


y Software illustrating ethnobotanist 
Eee S55)! § Terence McKenna’s theory of time and 

ve, He often states this as his only piece of 
story as 2 ie from the King Wen Sequence of 1 Ching 
orignal bet on extraterrestrial Communications.” Mac ver- 
lude Mayan Calendrics. Includes an audio tape of 
erate McKenna explaining the software. System requirements: 
Macintosh system 6.08 or later, 7.0 or later, 1.7 MB RAM. 


by Electronic Hollywood 


“CYBER RAG 2” was made in 
wi HyperCard & includes 2 animations & an 
interactive advertisement. 2 games included a graffiti Cher’s face 
paintbox & a Concentration test of animated icons.It is tighter & 
cleaner than the Ist with more relevant information about current 
technology including a review of a Timothy Leary show. 


GROK-2013 


Cultures: From the Annotated Self 
by bASE.ARTS 


is First in a series of disk-based solo exhibi- 
oo = tions, featuring Sammy Cucher, who's 

as been shown at MOMA, Ars Electronica, etc. “Digital 
images..inquiring into the relationship between art and science..akin 
to automatic writing” Specify Mac or PC. 


Fs MELT-0079 
fa $15.00 


Moran lets you chose doors, windows to alter the plot. Hypertext 
links for plot clues and mind-wrenching animation by Jaime Levy 

hor of the recent Billy Idol's Cyberpunk disk), artwork by Jaime Hernandez of 
ove and Rockets, soundtrack by Mike Watt of fIREHOSE. Requires: Mac w/ 6.0.7 or 


later, Mb RAM, shipped on!.4 Mb floppy. 
hibitions, featuring George Legrady. “A 
Cyber Rag Ill multi-level navigation of the Serbian/Bosnian conflict” Specify Mac 
by Electronic Hollywood LSP yber i Be oor PC, 
“CYBER RAG 3” rules all 3 in terms of 
mel content & bad-ass interface design in a 
decaying biack-n-white world. It is self-contained with it’s own pro- 
actor because it was programmed in Macro-Mind Director. It in- 
chides animated poems, a bitchy editorial, samples, & reviews of 3 
“as including Cyberthon, CyberArts, & Virtual Reality 


George Legrady: [the clearing] 
by bASE.ARTS 


Second in a series of disk-based solo ex- 


aL 


MELT-0081 


c=] 
= 
sn 3 
an 
won 


ewe 
(the cletriegs 


Electronic Books 
by Voyager 


MELT-01XX 


Mac or Windows software for electronic 

le i I versions of popular novels with illustra- 
3 Sate teajcond — - tions, sounds, hypertext links, digital bookmarks and even hidden 

j . extras in the stories. Run word and phrase searches, add margin 

“ELECTRONIC HOLLYWOOD" is the comments and end notes, highlight text, etc. “Electronic text is a 

new “Cyber Rag” covering events & ex- dynamic medium that enables you to become a more active 

pen in Los Angeles. It is programmed in reader.” Mac requires: System 6.0.7 or later w/ 31 cm or larger —— 

Ctor ‘Lingo’ & runs on any color Macintosh. In- monitor, HyperCard 2.1, 1.4 Mb disks. Windows requires: 386SX or higher, 640x480. 

noise samples, reviews about: Rave parties, 16 color/grayscale display, 4 MB RAM, Microsoft Windows 3.1, MS-DOS 5.0 or later. 

nment 91, & a Greater Bay Area dis. 


MELT-0100: Neuromancer, Count Zero, Mona Lisa Overdrive * MELT-0105:Amusing Ourselves To Death / Brove 
New World » MELT-0103: Genus: Life & Science of R Feynman * MELT-01 04: jurassic Park (w! sounds) * MELT- 

Electronic Hollywood I! A ; Gi 

by Electronic Hollywood PATE 0101: The Complete Annotated Alice * MELT-0102:The Complete Hitchhiker's Guide 


“ELECTRONIC HOLLYWOOD II” is 
a the Digital Riot issue. Has the same 
8 digi AG “esign of the Ist Electronic Hollywood, but more 
The Fa po 28es. 't contains the usual hateful editorial, reviews 
'ot.Verbum Human Be-in SF. & Home Media Expo in 
“plow 4 i & reviews from 2 great California Bands: Ethy! 
he Disposable Heroes of Hiphoprisy. 


MELT-0033 
$6.00 
37g 
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Complete Counter Schwa kit 
by Schwa 


“All the basic equipment for alien de- 
fense in one simple kit!" A brilliantly cer- 
ritying tale of alten abduction, told in a book that contains only 
symbols and illustrations. Kit also includes alien invasion survival 
keychain, cards, stickers, — C cafe’ ids Strieber alien = 

i ture conspiracy virus attack! Suicide = redemption = money. 
<del perfect ae on for surveying the stealth landscape of paranoia, 
alienation and disappearance. “Stay awake!" 


MEME-0199 


by Lamprey Systems 


Adults only! “Sick, drugs, immorality, per- 
version - garbage lifestyles!” Hey, why let 
the phun? With this Mac software, you 

é languid texts found between the glossy 
fix. 


Gay crecroozs 


r 
: Ollander have al 
8€Nerate all thos: 


“ts. Uj 
"a cool sound 


Complete Schwa kit re Schwa Emergency Mini-Flares (pack mae 
by Schwa 


WA 'book’ of Schwa Emergency Mini-Flares 

_ for use in case of power = Each 

3 pc ate ee 3 
ini-Flare has a chemically treated tip which ignites into fam 

when subjected to friction against a specially treated ah 

cated conveniently on the reverse of the packet. Pocket sized, 


r surveying the 
stealth landscape of paranoia, alienation & diapperance, : 


Emergency Schwa Shirt Schwa Institutional Screen Cleanser (With Boron 
by Schwa s 


SKIN-0911 


An urgent design featuring a flaming glo- 


in-the-dark alien head on black cotton 


6 


Cleanse your IBM compatible computer 
, __§ monitors with this handy digital product, 
6 different images, sounds, & yes, it even works with Win- 


iat 
ie} 


Schwa Alien Invasion Survival card 
by Schwa 


“Identify aliens instant! 


Schwa: 4" Round Alien Head Sticker 
by Schwa 


“ALIEN INVASION 


hess SURVIVAL 


ly with the amazing ~_ =seoes 
ns Xenon coated identifier” on a keychain. 
ncluces: abduction rangefinder, lost time detector, abduction rules, 
saucer viewer, etc. Includes a peephole so that you can see what 
happens when they don't think you are watching. 


view > 


MEME-0221 


A trimmed vinyl decal featuring the clas- 
sic Schwa alien head, ideal for sending 


Schwa Button 


by Schwa Schwa: Dance Forever Shirt 


MEME-0225 


A black button with the classic Schwa AY) = by Si 

- eal head. Long lasting, Xenon coated finish. ; fj The classic Schwa stickperson dancing 
indy metal needle on reverse allows you to pierce & affix image “ see) With a Schwa Alien mask in place. With 

onto garments, etc. is garment you truly will dance forever. XL, Black cotton, glo-in- 

the-dark ink. 


DANCE FOREVER: 
Schwa Car Conversion kit 


by Schwa Schwa: Every Picture Tells A Lie 


by Schwa 


Ss Why read when you could just sit and 
ed ; 3 stare at things? Let people know that you 
now about | hem. Unofficial car conversion kit with complete set 
of vehicle stickers. 


MEME-0212 


5 cm alien head sticker with “Every Pic- 
ture Tells A Lie” motto. Help shape the 


(= 
a 
e 
=] 
oO 


Schwa Embroidered Corporate Cap 
by Schwa 


Black 100% cotton ‘baseball’ style cap 
Seal) With white embroidered alien head & the 
beneath it Attention Implantees: this item has been 
shown to interfere with alien transmissions. Please use with cau- 
tion. 


Fa SKIN-0299 


HWA 


Schwa: Range Finder Shirt 
by Schwa 


Just like the alien survival card the 


Bosna cease ©ALEN 
treated portions of this handy garment RANGE FINDER 


react to the presence of aliens. Sensitivity settings of |, 1/2, 1/4 Jeon (ar 


mile as well as a priceless abduction indicator. XL, Black cotton, a> i 
glo-in-the-dark ink. i } 


@r4z-7eB 


SKIN-0602 


Schwa: Warnin 
by Schwa 


Schwa Alien in a bull’s eye target with 

: warning text “Warning! This image is 2 ‘ 
eet from your face & 249 seconds in the past. Light is pretty funny’ 
XL, Black cotton, glo-in-the-dark ink. 


M6 rr7r-713-¥oXRM 
(Fo 7thd DRB) 


» = 


Machine Screw stickers 


Grassroots Technoculture: The Robot Group 
by FringeWare, Inc. by The Robot Group 
Sheet of 12 stickers with a machine 


screw logo, approx. 5 cm square. Just 
qbout the same size as those ubiquitous “heart” stickers. You know 
what to do. 


MEME-0060 
NTSC-0050 


§ > 
ba 


Yoyodyne Parking Permit 
by Pegasus 


; : UFO playing cards “The Alien Deck” 
Now you can safely park your ve- A by EBE Inc. 
hicle in any of the eight dimensional ee Bs 


. <a 
8 x 10 cm. . vs 


Standard playing cards - except the Jok- 

ers, King, Queen, & Jack of each suit are 4 

aliens. 'he rest of the cards have a flying saucer icon. The reverse 

features a starred background, Pass the hours until your abduction j 
with a few games of solitaire. 

Area 51 Vehicle Pass 


by Area 51 Research Center ; Say Post-Modern Pin Ups Pleasure Activist Pla ing Cards 
vu : by Gates of Heck 

The official vehicle Pass, produced by : ; + ! | 
the Area 5| Research Center. 4 x | pareatenss 
y! sticker with the words ‘Area 5|' featured in 
red ink, plus lots of other important information that official 
things have on them. Put this on your car and They will wave 
you through the gate. (please note: this is an untested Product.) 


~ 


World’s Greatest Computer Disk stickers 

by Black Eye Design ies * > F*CK ‘EM 

y great.Each |< : by Lamprey Systems 
els, each with ie 


your order... MEME-0081/: Circus « 
MEME-D084: Mystery * MEME-0083: 


Transmissions 1991-1993 CD DIS NET 
by Dissemination Network 


Texas’ premier Tek-Know video scratch 
artists. “Guerilla media terrorism from : - Macesus Pro Gold 
igi-tech underground.” No frontman, no guitars: let the media ff 8 b wold ee 
samples & scratches over loops do the talking..."It’s about the Infor: TESPETSD 
mation." Public Enemy meets Front 242, online; music compared 

with Aeon, Consolidated, Meat Beat Their Dj is our art director : 


Welcome To My World and a Half tape 
by Gretchen Phillips 


: A powerful goddess singing about lesbian 
love, right-winged hypocrisy & public 
parks. You may remember her from Two Nice Gris, Check it out 
or die ignorant. 


MUSE-0040 
$7.00 
5 


MacSpudd! 

by Lamprey Systems 
In the closing days of the 20th century, a 
: Major portion of the world’s oil reserves 


were accidentally destroyed during a limited Nuclear exchange be- 
Cween South Yemen and Liechtenstein. Alas, a French firm named 


Herpes Simplox now Converts potatoes into ethanol, 8iving rise to the wealth and 
relative danger of life in Celibate Idaho. Come on. be a hero... Mac. 2 disks 


Mormonoids From The Deep 
by Lamprey Systems 


PLAY-0022 


Aqua Rodentia tape 
by Liquid Mice 


Experimental jazz from a fine blend of 
minds. Monkey Boy Records. See Mondo 


3 MUSE-0050 


A 2 disk set for one of the best adven- 
Flux Oersted tape wv i a ture games on the Mac, depending on 
by Robitron your tastes: you have a .45,a nuclear detonator, a rapidly waning 
Collection of beers as lifeblood and youre stuck in a small, SOcio- 
pathic Mormon town in Northern Utah. What do you do next? 


from the fringes of the electromagnetic 
field. Subversive, computer augmented 
€d by robitron aka Flux Oersted, 

Alien Dreamtime 


xls) by ROSE*X Media House 


S 
=p Tape of a live multimedia event in SF 26- 
& 4 27 Feb 93. Designed to recreate a good 
Or any true head. Can you Say “aliens”. “visuals”, 
"eularity"? Terence McKenna speaks in tongues better than Rob- 
x iIton, ecounting the DMT elven/alien lingo, rapping his ethno- 
Ye, nal theories “Archaic Revival”, “Alien Love” & "Time Wave 
by, {uring a rave, with live video scratching by ROSE*X, techno ie 
“Fs by § lum and didgeridoo by Stephen Kent. 60 min. 


s MUSE-0030 


Rupture the Rapture 
by Lamprey Systems 


“Spiritual Space Invaders” for the 
: macintosh. Drive your converted VW 
Bug across the screen 5 ‘ating christians as the ascend to heaven. 
Convert their plummeting souls to replenish your energy supply. 
From the creator of Macjesus & Mormonoids From the Deep. 


NTSC-0030 


$20.00 
335g 


“bi must-see 


1 Space Time Continu 


Illuminati New World Order Booster Pack 
by Steve Jackson Games 


The poplular Discordian Conspiracy card 

game. These booster packs to add More 
Pack contains 16 cards, You will 

(if you want the rules, er, that is, playing 


Illuminati New World Order Starter Set 
by Steve jackson Games 


The starter kit for the popular con- 
spiracy game by Steve Jackson, Now in 
contains 2 packs of 55 cards, enough for 
8 YOu always suspected is true. Fnord. 


2600 t-shirt 
by 2600 Magazine 


ite 
orm, the Starter Set 
a 2 player game. Everythin; 


& =) 


only. Captions sez: “This is 


Whice illo of the original Blue Box circuit, 
diagram on black cotton cloth, XL size 
what started it all..." 


Groom Lake Hat 
by Area 51 Research Center 


Sy 
ie «the 7 
. Readers of the Area 5| Viewer's Guide 


st) } j 
i will recognize the name Groom Lake 


USAF secret experimental test range is located. Black 
‘baseball’ style cap with patch, 


" So) Groom Lake Patch 
=H by Area 51 Research Center 


Readers of the Area 51 Viewer's 
= Guide will recognize the name 
e USAF secret experimental test range is lo- 
eal for your flight jacket or other garment. 


af 


bo 

wn 

=] 
e 


SKIN-0501 


room Lake ere 
cated. 5x4 cm patch id 


Six Po) Miskatonic University Alumni Shirt 
SS t by Bold City Graphics 

ca iy The school seal for Miskatonic Univer- 

Siete Sity, as featured in H.P Lovecrafts 

os. Ancient stone carving wipentagram & school motto in 

Latin, “Ex ignorantia ad Sapientiam e luce ad tenebras” embraced by 

tentacles. Black cotton, XL. Evil! 


Miskatonic University Cap 
by Bold City Graphics 


Black & red or black & teal embroidered 
‘baseball’ style cap with ‘Miskatonic U’ 


Miskatonic University Shirt: Go Pods! 
by Bold City Graphics 


Not Typical University shirt with evil ‘Pod 
el graphic, text reads “Miskatonic Univer- 
e Fighting Cephalopods”. Black cotton, XL. Go 


*2y 
ht 
sya 
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Alien Conqueror 
by GAK ART 


Readers of Fringe Ware Review & other 
zines will recognize this artist’s work. 


only. 


= SKIN-2324 


ite cotton shirt, size 


Mismeasure of Man 
by GAK ART 


200 


atta 


,¢ 


© 


DIS NET t-shirt 
by Dissemination Network 


ion symbol with “This Is 
Biohazard/radiation sym ’ premier 
Information” slogan from tion XL 


‘meee 
i . 
' 
i } 
— blac 
-Know'™ muse/vid artists. Glow-in-the-dark on 
size only. Designs may mutate over time. 


Fy SKIN-0030 


FringeWare Shirt 
by FringeWare, Inc. 
, white cloth. B&W 1950'sTY 
oie Pega” inside it, below the 


” 

i k jore”’, on 
test reads “because your television doesn't love om ne ad 
the reverse the arrows of chaos with the FringeWare q a 


Each shirt has a hand silkscreened finishing splash of color on it. Pay = 


us money & advertise our magazine for us. Thank you. 
Robot Group T Shirt 
by The Robot Group 


The official T Shirt for RoboFest #6. 
Black w/Glow in the Dark ink, 2 sided. 


SKIN-0888 


2Fresh T-Shirt (White) 
by The Computer Lab 


A creature ‘reminiscent’ of the Pillsbury 

Doughboy wearingVR gear standing 
“2Fresh was the best interface doughboy who ever 
ran the earth’s computer matrix. Then he hot crossed the wrong 


people.” You may recognize the text of Neuromancer somewhere 
in that White on black, size XL only. 


SKIN-0140 


PIECE t-shirt 
by GLOD 


“PIECE...be with you.” Detroit piece- 
Sammie SYMbols.Ammo not included. White on 
size only.""Everything that has to be done has al- 
ready happened..in the meantime we're just experiencing the sensa- 
tional unfolding of these events that have been encoded in our 
DNA memory.” GOD + GOLD = GLOD. 


Legion Of Doom t-shirt 
by Phrack Magazine 


The famed LOD “Internet World Tour” 


shirt returns, with “Hacking For Jesus 
Black on white cotton. XL size only. 


= SKIN-0070 


Rotor T-Shirt: Autobahn 
by Rotor Clothing 
We have been told that the age of infor- 
mation is here. C 


n n elebrate with this Japa- 

P Braphic, a mix of kanji & english on periwinkle cloth. 
Translates as “dangerous hairpin curve”. Size XL. By Rotor, of 

course. 


Rotor T-Shirt: Bolshevik 
by Rotor Clothing 


‘ i English, Japanese & Russian text extolling 

mga CYDerpunk, with the classic Rotor 
‘screaming man pic. Electric blue or burgundy cloth, size XL. De- 
signed by the Rotor collective. 


SKIN-0304 


y 
“r 
Be I AYE Readers of Fringe Ware Review & other 
& A ) B zines will recognize this artist's work. 
ite cotton shirt, size XL 


SKIN-2323 


Rotor T-Shirt; Musclehead itn y CULTURE (Elvis) 
by Rotor Clothing pa, by Terror Worldwide 


Elvis & President Nixon Posing for the cu LTURE 


camera, a truly pivotal moment in US 


On the reverse, an amazing grey scale 

skinless face with red circuitry pattern in 
pe ckground, evocative o the future of cyberorganic entities. We are 
gor, ef uh. Rotor. Black, size XL only. 


SWNN-0302. 
$17.00 
# SKIN-0218 
$15.00 


3 
8 
3s 
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TMCM B&W ‘Japanese Bootleg’ Shirt r ; Kid Tested, Mother Approved T-Shirt 
SS ( by Shannon Wheeler pebeink by Terror Worldwide 


TERRO! 


Austin cartoonist Shannon Wheeler has The Terror logo, an AK-47 surrounded 
ematiell gained national recognition with his Too ian by the slogan ‘Kid casted, Mother Ap- 
Ir ee Man comic books & a national Converse television j proved’. Multi-colored screen print, white cotton, size XL From 

ad, Japanese Bootleg TMCM graphic on a honey colored cotton the name that means quality, Terror World Wide. 
shirt. Size L & XL. 


= SKIN-0801 


Rotor T-Shirt: VR Sex Repair Man Kill Your Idols (Religion) 


3 by Rotor Clothing by Terror Worldwide 

° . - 

z Cute anime style japanese VR sex repair Close up portrait of everyone's favorite 
a service man with englji & japlish text. The crucified guy witext Kill Your Idols”. The 
eng! 4 hour service, We Come When You Can't” o reverse says GO OTHER FUCKER”. White cotton w/ 

On L. Humbly presented to you by the honor- multi-colored screen print, size XL only. 


able designers at Rotor. 


a TMCM Color ‘Japanese Bootleg’ Shirt pe Know Your Enemy 

3 by Shannon Wheeler — S L by Terror Worldwide 

z Austin cartoonist Shannon Wheeler has Zu ock A Classic ‘Uncle Sam’ surrounded by 

a gained national recognition with his Too 3a a | Seni Asian text, English text reads “Know 

M an comic books & a national Converse television ad. i \ Your Enemy’.White cotton w/ multi-colored screen print, size XL 
Color ‘Japanese Bootleg’ TMCM graphic on a white cotton shirt. only. 


Size XL only. 


| Blame Society T-Shirt 
Teemn Macias by Terror Worldwide 


by Terror Worldwide : 

: ae . =) B&W screen print of hands gripping a 

: 9mm pistol graphic with Headline { .38 special, the text reads “| BLAME SO- 
: gi “mm Madman’ surrounded by text from .White cotton, size XL. From the name that means quality, 

fewspaper account of a violent act. Black cotton, XL. Terror World Wide. 


SKIN-0216 
SKIN-0207 


SOCIE’ 


Manson T-Shirt 
by Terror Worldwide 


by Terror Worldwide : : 
sane 5) Everyone's favorite criminal larger than 
Multi-colored screen print with Charles meet life, text reads: “Charles Manson the 
gel Bukowski surrounded by sex ads & li- 4 f f Most famous mass murderer in history”, Multi-colored screen 
r iabels. VVhite cotton, size XL. From the name that means : print, white cotton, size XL. From the name that means quality, Ter- 
ality, Terror World Wide. ) 


Bukowski T-Shirt 


SKIN-0206 


2 Burroughs w/Gun T-Shirt 4 a Never Trust 
ie by Terror Worldwide ~ LES by Terror Worldwide 
s . 
5 se Bill Burroughs, doing what he likes best, ; ; L An altered portrait of Charlton Heston 
or pointing a gun. Multi-colored screen ' as ‘Moses’ lifting a commandment tablet 
I white Cotton, size XL. : ; i . The tablet now reads “Never trust a man who lets a 


god tell him how to fuck”. The reverse proudly proclaims “Godless 
Mother Fucker”, Black Cotton, XL. 

Everything Is For Sale 

by Terror Worldwide 


SKIN-0224 
$15.00 


A distorted portrait of a crucified Christ, ’ 
text reads “Everything is for sale”. Re- : Prayer Wheels T-Shirt 
OTHER FUCKER”. Black Cotton, XL. by Terror Worldwide 


: 4 | of hand guns surrounding 
our al (9 Ae 


SU ae A delat on ide. Silver screen print on black cotton, size XL From the 
Close up of $1 dollar bill with a pupil- name that means quality, Terror World Wide. 


: less G. Washington, w/text “Kill Your 
4 white cotton w/ multi-colored screen print, size XL 


EY 


Question Authority i William S. Burroughs (Fish Eye) 
by Terror Worldwide { He) by Terror Worldwide Tr 
d 3 PEEL di i 
A Happy Clown with an assault rifle. € q SB William S. Burroughs pears Wer j 
Eniough said, Black Cotton ‘ : OB own text on a white cotto 


i ith a fish eye 
ored screen print, size XL only. This portrait 's taken w' 
lens for maximum visual effect. 


SKIN-0219 


spy} Satan is Love 
(eh, by Terror Worldwide ‘Bob! Dobbs Boxers (L) 


& ye Cute pu; rint with 70's trippy font, =A by Church of the SubGenius 
\abs fl ie ss Lene Ree — 
: samp Prociaiming ‘Satan is Love’. Reverse says + en 
LER ES. 3 We ‘ob: Dobbs pattern, but when — 
: the light, beware, Ngh, the “Anti-Bob’ glows with sinis- 
rapa ee e M or L.The official SubGenius temple garment. 
‘our 90u! 


by Terror Worldwide 


fy SKIN-0215 


SKIN-0217 


Consumer's delight, an eager vacant-eyed A 
lad clutching a fistful of dollars. Caps Ae ‘Bob’ Hat 
i eres, 


by Church of the SubGenius 


f lor 
TV : = ‘Baseball’ style slack hat, with a full co! 
ei IK pealbehen SE embroidered ‘Bob’ face. Stand out from 
iL eos by Terror Worldwide . 


eS ‘.] Television tuned to a dead channel, the a : 2 ‘Bob’ Mug : 
= text reads ‘SLEEP’. Reverse says ‘KILL e : by Church of the SubGenius 
print, dark blue cotton, size XL. From the] j ‘Bah" 
name that means quality, Terror World Wide, . aN a neal baat pn oe arg 
ell grin. Enjo’ ¢ 
-Day comes to your door. White porcelain, B&W 


STATE BEM Surf & Destro 

2 HISKNUN by Terror Worldwide 
z oe 
z oS 


4 j Ji i] ‘Bob’ magnet 
Militant youth brandishing a handgun, : e = : ee _ by Church of the SubGenius 
i : surounded by the text “Surf and De- F Shy) This incredible device is designed to 
stroy in ‘punk’ style cut out lettering. XL, Black cloth, silver ink. j 4 a mmamneseally adhere to fe surfaces, 

uulizing the inherent qualities of the substance of it’s manufacture 
and the properties of the target object. Not hazardous, however as 
always avoid long term exposure. Black & white image, |" by 1.75”. 


VERT i! TERROR Uber Alles 
ai Wh by Terror Worldwide 


ham S TE RO ss Ni 100’s of Severed Heads 
ayn S&S J} A pair of skulls topped by the text “TER- | R R 5 by Church of the SubGenius 
=e ROR UBER ALLES"’. Please note that the UST W TTT é 


3 y ; As © PP <i 
actual text does include the umlaut. Black cotton, XL. i sia be Poly late tape 3 oa be, J ; 7 
@ people who care, the Church of the SubGenius. ‘We >= 
Bob Cloisonne Pin 
by Church of the SubGenius 
2 cm high, color enameled metal pin with 


‘Bob’ Dobbs grinning face. Great as a tie 
apel pin. Invoke chaos with this subtle decorative instru- 


SHAY Terror Crew TShirt 
LEU h by Terror Worldwide 
UES 


wn 
“" 
Vv 


if WEAR-2323 


3 skulls with ‘execution’ style bullet holes 
surrounded by X large ‘TERROR 

text. ‘Neon biood splatters complete the effect. Ask about 
our group discount for these... Black Cloth, XL 


fa. SKIN.0209 
213g 


Cowboy ‘Bob’ 


by Church of the SubGenius 
Terror! (like we care) 


by Terror Worldwide 


SKIN-0513 


Perched atop a Tyrannosaurus Rex, Cow- 
boy 'Bob’ rides with style. Unbleached 


A .38 special surrounded by cut out let- “natural cotton, size XL Yet another SubGenius product. 


tee tering text reading “Terror!” & smaller 
text “Like We Care”.Black cotton, XL, white ink. 


Wm. S. Burroughs (w/ Hat) 


Cybersaurus Dobsii 
by Terror Worldwide 


by Church of the SubGenius 
William S. Burroughs wearing a hat & ue : WS A robotic dinosaur with the face of ‘Bob’ 
surrounded by his own text. Multi-col- . a : 


lee: From the manipulator arm extending 
ored screen print, white cotton, size XL. From the name that | his pipe, to the mechanized sneakers, this is an incarnation of 
means quality, Terror World Wide. b’ to be reckoned with. On ash cotton cloth, size XL. 


SKIN-0200 


Bondage Jewelry 


by Bobe*Link 


Designs by performance artist René 
Cigler. ‘Her sculptures... do have definite 


haracteristics of that morbid, necrophile, apocalyptic style which we 
now from Giger... reminiscent of Mad Max, postnuclear science fic- 
jon or cyberpunk” lauds <<O>> magazine . Featured by FAD, 

ondo 2000, MTV, LOLLAPALOOZA and cover of spelen tiga oni 
#11. Many more designs available, including body armor, neck pieces 
% other einaipGbhee tae jewelry... WEAR-0533: Bar Pin Pig Dangler, $25 * WEAR-0569: 
Bondage Baby Pin, $12 * WEAR-0573: Bondage Hand Danglers earrings, $15 * WEAR-0572: 
Bondage Pigs earrings, $15 * WEAR-0564: Double Hand/Nail Pendant, $25 * WEAR-0565: 
and/Screw Dangler Pendant, $20 « WEAR-05 70: Hand/Screw Pin, $12 * WEAR-0563: Triple 
Bondage Baby Pendant, $25 * WEAR-0566:Wicked Hand Dangle Pendant, $20 * WEAR- 
0568:Wicked Hand Pin, $12 


GPS 40 Global Positioning Satellite Unit 


The GPS 40 is a compact, weatherproof 
mee piece of satellite navigation unit that can 

O landmarks, and as many as 30 points to make cus- 
tom routes, using the same technology that the military has been 
relying on for years. The GPS 40 provides graphic steering every 
step of the way with 4 easy to read screens (position, navigation, 
satellite status, & route) with accuracy to within 49 feet. The 
memory stores 250 waypoints on up to 20 routes.A moving map plotter lets you 
zoom in & out & pan to other locations. It even records your movements right on the 
screen. Designed for simple | thumb operation, it has a 20 hour life on 4 AA batteries. 
\t has 4 modes of operation - Normal, Battery Saver, Simulator, & Autolocate Trip 
Planning. The GPS 40 is also IBM compatible (286 or faster) which enables you to 
download maps and enter landmark names via your keyboard. Includes PC interface 
kit & instructional video. 


Good ‘Bob’ / Bad ‘Bob’ Shirt 
by Church of the SubGenius 


The ultimate SubGenius shirt, two sided, 
weal the front features ‘Bob’ himself, with a 
detailed alchemical border & a blue background, the back features 
Ngh, the ‘Anti-Bob’ in his green scaled glory, with a red back- 
ground. White cotton, size XL. Not for the timid.A product of the Church of 
SubGenius. 


Universal Hacker Tool 


These handy pocket pliers have | 1 func- 

tions, pliers, wire cutters, 3 screw driv- 
ers, awl, file, bottle opener & knife blade... the only tool you'll need 
to access information in a non-traditonal manner... 


Alien Face Hugger Kit , “Life Size” 
by Halcyon 


PVC 1:1 Scale model of the Face Hugger 
from the Alien movies, ready to wear af- ; 
At 6 feet long, this is the ideal accessory for any occasion. 


¥ irt: Human Diskdrive 

Rotor Clothing: Quilted Assault Robe See Ae RotorHeavy Shirt: Hu 

by Rotor pace by Rotor | dasight 
, line o 

PSTN] Rotor's Quilted Assault Robe is an over: The new Rotor eo ae being in- 

Sete} sized 3/4 length coat with heavy duty ermine! he aac pi Re gir''s baby t 

safety clasps & plenty of room for storage. A truly postmodern serted into your chest disk dri . : 

rie —A : “ Specify colour: Circuit Green or Sodium Vapor Orange 


RotorHeéavy Shirt: JapLogo 2, RotorHeavy Shirt: Elephant Girel 
by Rotor ~ 


Rotor clothing line of designs for 
koe Seis bell JapLogo features heavy-duty Kanji cool- 
Ness. Specity Spandex (available in Moss Green or Grey) or Cotton/ 
Lycra girl's baby t with duotone sleeves. Specify colour: Circuit 
Green, Dead Channel Grey, or Sodium Vapor Orange. 


Rotor clothing line of designs = 
are design ageing ene 
i irl's bal 
anji morphic design with english text. Cotton/Lycra girl 
with donne aie Specify colour: Circuit Green, Dead Channe'! 
Grey, or Sodium Vapor Orange. 


SKIN-0313 


RotorHeavy Shirt: BundesRotor Rel: Rotor T-Shirt: MA-17 
by Rotor 


Rotor clothing line of designs for rs 
design is reminiscent of the German i 
‘Bundeswehr’ icon with the eagle perched atop the Rotor icon. t 


= 
Cotton/Lycra girl's baby t. Specify colour: Circuit Green, Dead & 
Channel Grey. 


Gamers will recognize this warning from some of their — > 
lent video games, now you can display your anti social tendencie’ 
with pride. Circuit Green cotton, XL. 


RotorHeavy Shirt: Engineer ID (EID) 


S by Rotor 
: = i b): sei} The new Rotor clothing line of designs 


for women. Use EID to set yourself 
apart to help show your true nature. Cotton/Lycra girl's baby t 
Specify colour: Dead Channel Grey, or Tantanium (tan). 


RotorHeavy Shirt: X-Rated Jap Poster 


ERAS 

t ety by Rotor 

{ ee! \ The new Rotor clothing line of designs 
nl 


for women. Japanese 18+ Warning Icon 


SKIN-0314 


ra gir 


RotorHeavy Shirt: Rotor Icon RotorHeavy Dress: JapLogo 
by Rotor t 


f Ki Rotor clothing line of designs for 
simple 'R’ in iconized cam graphic. 
Specify Spandex (avail. colours Dead Channel Grey or Sodium Va- 

por Orange), or Cotton/Lycra girl's baby t with duotone sleeves. 
Specify colour: Circuit Green, ICE Black, or Sodium Vapor Orange. 


The new Rotor clothing line of designs 
for women. JapLogo features heavy-duty 
Kanji coolness. Cotton/Lycra girl's babydoll dress Specify colour: 
Circuit Green, Dead Channel Grey, or Sodium Vapor Orange. 


Beis RotorHeavy Shirt: Cyborg Development RotorHeavy Dress: RHLogo 
by Rotor f by Rotor 


SKIN-310 
$20.00 


} The new Rotor clothing line of designs 
S for women. Cyborg Development fea- 
e Cotton/Lycra girl's baby t. Specify ¢olour: Circuit Green, 
Dead Channel Grey, or Sodium Vapor Orange. 


The new Rotor clothing line of designs 


for women. JapLogo features heavy-d 
Kanji coolness. Specify Spandex or Cotton/Lycra girl's babydoll : 
dress Specify colour: ICE Black or Fluorescent Orange. 


2 
g 


RotorHeavy Shirt: RHLogo = Rotor Clothing: Speed Jacket 
by Rotor : by Rotor 


/ } The new Rotor clothing line of designs 

for women. RHLogo has plenty of pout 
packed into the text logo. Specify Spandex (available in ICE Black or 
Dead Channel Grey), or Cotton/Lycra girl's baby t with duotone 
sleeves. Specify colour: Circuit Green, Dead Channel Grey, or So- 
dium Vapor Orange. 


This rubberized fabric jacket Protects 
ther with twice the atti- 


The FRINGEWARE CDS? 46423 


(DISC 2) 
(CDP 7 46441 2) 


DIDX 1969 
UK: CD-PCS 2012/9 


Berfday: Your Blues: Mother Nature's Boy: 

Everybody's Got Something to Sell Except Me and My Monkey: 

Sexy Saddle: Helter Stoopid: Really, Long, Long: Revolution Nike: Hair Pie: Sovoy Tribble: 
Cry Baby: REVOLUTION NINE: Sleep Tight: 


1995 Original Sound Recording made by FWR Records Ltd. 
1995 FWR Records Ltd. 


COMPACT 


PARLAPHONE Issue 9 respectfully dedicated to Guy DeBord & Charles Bukowski, never to rest in peace. DIGITAL AUDIO 


THIS SPACE L 
NTIONALLY UNENCRYPTED. 


Instructions for Assembly & Use 

1) Do not photocopy this page. For additional 
encryption wheels, purchase several copies of this 
Publication. Your privacy depends on it 

2) Using scissors, neatly cut out the two wheels 

3) Cut out the white view port (this is important!) 

4) Find a brad. (If you have a corporate job, steal one 
from the supply room, however all Government 
employees must requistion our own Tessier-Ashpool 
Industries part # 104-ZX-7A, $6.23 post paid to po box 
49306, austex 78765 5) Use the brad to puncture the 
center of each ‘wheel’. Attach the two ‘wheels’ fo one 
another with the left one on top. Bend the brad to 
secure them 

6) You have now assembled your encryption wheel 
Congratulations 

7) Encrypt messages in the following manner 


a) Choose either ‘alpha' or 'beta' as your ‘public key’ (this is important, the one you chose becomes your 


encryption standard) 


b) If your public key is ‘alpha’ substitute each letter with the corresponding number from the top row, for ‘beta’ use 


the lower ro 


w. Separate each encrypted character with a'-' to avoid confusion 


¢) After you have encrypted your message. allow the recipient to know your public key. The emerging standard is 


"Begin PGP message 'BETA' :", followed by your encrypted message 


d) Enjoy the freedom that TOTAL privacy br ings! 


Tessier-Ashpool 


Pp OB 49306, eo stein 


———— . —— 


Industr 
T x 765 
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a 


—--- eer 


